
 
 
 
 
LATEST NEWS 
 

Welcome to the early winter edition of African Butterfly News! 
 
Much of the news in this edition relates to the 3rd Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop, which was 
held in Madagascar in April. 
LepSoc Africa were responsible for the event, which was attended by 38 international delegates 
and 5 Malagasy representatives. 
 
A group photo from ValBio, Ranamofana is included below:  

 
Please note the first announcement for the 2018 LepSoc Africa Conference and AGM, elsewhere 
in this newsletter! 
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Third Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop – Madagascar – April 2018  

(Jeremy Dobson)  
 
LepSoc Africa hosted the 3rd Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop, which was held in Madagascar 
in April. The workshop consisted of a Conference - based at ValBio, Ranomafana - between 9 and 
13 April, followed by a week's field trip to the southern and western parts of the island. 
The Workshop was attended by 38 international delegates and 5 Malagasy representatives. The 
international delegates included residents of South Africa, Germany, Israel, UK, Sweden, 
Denmark, Poland, Czech Republic, Turkey, Kenya, Mauritius, France and Australia. South 
Africans were marginally the largest single group with 11 nationals, closely followed by Germany 
(9 representatives) and Israel with 6. 
The Malagasy delegation included 3 members of the University of Antananarivo (our local 
research partners) and 2 ministry representatives. We were accompanied by two members of our 
local travel agents. 
 
Andasibe 
Peter Ward, Mark Williams and I arrived a few days early, as I 
had to sort out some business in Antananarivo. Fortunately, this 
only took a few hours on Wednesday afternoon, so we were able 
to commence with our planned trip to Andasibe-Mantadia 
National Park (Perinet) early on Thursday 5 April.  
Perinet is about 4 hours east of Tana; we stayed at Feon’ny Ala, 
which is a nice resort next to the park. Indris could be seen (and 
heard) within the trees across the river from our hotel. 
 
We spent most of our two days at Andasibe patrolling a railway 
line next to the park. This proved to be a productive venue, with 
numerous Papilio delalandei, Papilio oribazus, Salamis anteva 
and Protogoniomorpha duprei. Medium-sized species included 
the Malagasy Map Butterfly (Cyrestis camillus elegans), Precis 
andremiaja and Junonia goudotii. The Madagascan Blue 
Pansies (Junonia oenone epiclelia) are interesting, as the 
females are brownish and rather resemble the Eyed Pansy 
(Junonia orithya). 
Other butterflies encountered included Telchinia silia and 
Graphium endochus. There were several Strabena and 
Heteropsis species, including the superb Heteropsis uniformis. 
 
Antananarivo  
Unlike some Central Europeans, who have to get by using a mixture of consonants, Madagascans 
are blessed with a surfeit of vowels; these are used at every opportunity. As can be judged from 
the name of the capital city, "a" is especially popular. The President of the country goes by the 
name of Hery Rajaonarimampianina and several Malagasy delegates had - for me - similarly 
unpronounceable surnames (which generally precede their given names). 
 

Antananarivo - Tana - is a sprawling 
and, if truth be told, rather dilapidated 
city, with serious traffic congestion 
and crumbling infrastructure. The low 
lying parts of the city are flooded with 
water and are used as rice paddies 
and for fishing.  
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Unfortunately, the city's sewers also drain into these areas and the 
stench can be very unpleasant in some areas. 
 
Most delegates arrived on Sat 7 April, where we stayed at the IC 
Hotel, a pleasant enough establishment close to the airport. I had 
met several of the delegates on previous Afrotropical Workshops - it 
was great to renew acquaintances and to meet some new faces. 
 
 
 

Journey to Ranomafana 
Early on Sunday morning, we packed into two busses for the long 
journey to ValBio, Ranomafana. The trip is just over 400km, but on 
Malagasy roads, it took us about 13 hours to get to our destination. 
There were several stops along the way, however, and we had a 
nice lunch at Ambositra.  
One could not help notice the amount of invasive exotic vegetation 
along the way: most of Madagascar - outside nature reserves - has 
been completely transformed by human activity. 
 
Conference at ValBio 
The ValBio Centre near Ranomafana is a superb facility and was a perfect place for the 
Conference. In addition, the staff at ValBio were unfailingly helpful and courteous: Laza, Pascal, 
Dr Jean-Claude, Prisca and Moya, take a bow! 
Due to our large number, we had booked a few rooms at Setam Lodge, which was a few hundred 
metres away; not perfect, but it worked well enough. 
I had planned the Conference Program with full sessions on Monday and Friday; half-days on 
Tuesday and Thursday and a free day on Wednesday. Based on the weather forecast, we decided 
to cram Tuesday's talks into Monday and Thursday's sessions, thus gaining ourselves an extra 
free day.  
As it happened, the weather played its part to perfection: the presentations were undertaken in 
relentless rain, while we had nice sunny days during most of our free time. To suit the moth 
researchers, evenings were generally overcast with light rain or drizzle.  
 
Including myself (The Aloeides Project), we had a total of 15 presenters, as follows: 
 

• James Lawrence (An illustrated history of Malagasy Lepidoptera research) 

• Knud Larsen (Evolution of the Tortricid genus Pandemis) 

• David Agassiz (Yponomeutidae and ultrasound) 

• Vincent Maicher (Changes of Lepidoptera diversity on Mount Cameroon) 

• Hermann Staude (The Caterpillar Rearing Group) 

• Bennie Coetzer (The present and future of data) 

• Andre Coetzer (Lessons from SALCA) 

• Oskar Brattstöm (Mycalesina butterflies as a model system for evolutionary biology) 

• Łukasz Przybyłowicz (Syntomini of Madagascar - current state of knowledge) 

• Michael Ochse (Exploring the taxonomy of Drepanoid-like Geometridae from tropical Africa) 

• Szabolics Sáfián (Overview of Iolaus (Lycaenidae: Theclinae) and related genera) 

• Zdenek Fric (Butterfly fauna of the Western Indian Ocean Islands, Arabian peninsula and 
the paths between Africa and Asia) 

• Dubi Benyamini (Butterfly Monitoring in Israel) 

• Sylvain Delabye (Diversity patterns of moth communities along a productivity gradient in 
Southern Africa) 
 

Boarding the busses in Tana  

Dinner at the IC Hotel  



The talks were well prepared, diverse and 
interesting: thanks to all concerned! 
During our free time, we walked in the 
adjacent Ranomafana National Park and 
along the road alongside it. Madagascar 
Sunset Moths (Chrysiridia rhipheus) were 
emerging in good numbers and I had my first 
encounter with the magnificent Madagascan 
Diadem (Hypolimnas dexithea) - a very 
significant bucket-list tick for me! Other 
butterflies included Pseudacraea imerina 

imerina, Precis eurodoce, Acraea igati and Heteropsis drepana.  
Emperors included Charaxes antamboulou, Charaxes cacuthis and Charaxes analava. 
 
The "moth” guys were also having a good time: Dirk Stadie and Ralph Fiebig, in particular, had set 
up a light trap at Setam, which was attracting an extraordinary number and diversity of night-flying 
butterflies. Darwin’s Hawkmoth (Xanthopan morganii) were fairly common and a few giant Comet 
Moths (Argema mittrei) were found.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STAGE 2 
On Saturday 14 April we said goodbye to the delegates who were returning home after the 
conference, which included all the Malagasy representatives. Peter Ward, Steve Collins, Oskar 
Brattström, Colin Congdon and Ian Bampton were staying on at ValBio for an extended period and 
David Agassiz and Knud Larsen had planned to spend the second week at Andasibe; the 
remaining 27 of our number set off for the next adventure, a field trip to Isalo, Zombitse and Ifaty. 
 
Breakdown on the way to Isalo 
We set off for Isalo on Sat 14 April and after a few kilometres, 
one of the busses (which had been struggling on the way to 
Ranomafana) broke down. Our intrepid guide, Ludo, was 
unperturbed and we continued in a single bus, while half the 
luggage remained with the stricken vehicle until a new bus could 
be found.  
It was a bit cramped, with several smart comments as to why I 
was wasting money on two busses in the first place...  
 
We stopped for lunch at Anja Lemur Park, where we found a few 
nice butterflies such as Strabena goudoti. The two Heteropsis 
species found outside the escarpment rainforests, Heteropsis 
fraterna and Heteropsis ankaratra were present here too. 
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Isalo 
We arrived at Isalo Ranch in the evening and it proved to be a very comfortable 
venue, with good food and striking landscapes. Raimund Schutte – 
inadvertently – demonstrated that the Canon 7D, with 180mm Macro lens is 
entirely watertight and can withstand complete submersion in a river… 
 
Despite providing our first encounters with the Giant Madagascan Swallowtail 
(Pharmacophagus antenor), the butterflies generally weren't that great and 
after a single full day we set off for Zombitse-Vohabasia on the morning of 
Monday 16 April. 
 
Zombitse-Vohabasia 
The forest at Zombitse, while noticeably drier than Ranomafana, was full of butterflies. Several 
antenor were on the wing, as well as numerous whites (Pieridae). Aterica rabena weren't 

uncommon and there were several Madagascan Mocker 
Swallowtails (Papilio dardanus meriones). The females of the 
Madagascan subspecies have tails and, unlike all races on the 
African mainland, look very similar to the males.  
Other noteworthy butterflies included Iolaus mermeros, Sevenia 
madagascariensis, the amazing Malagasy Sailor (Neptidopsis 
fulgurata fulgurata), Gideona lucasi and Belenois antsianaka. 
Acraea dammii, which we hadn't seen previously, were common. 
There were a few Hesperiidae, including the Madagascan Blue 
Policeman (Pyrrhiades pansa). 
 
 

Mutiny at Sakaraha 
While the forest at Zombitse was great, the same couldn't be said of the nearby Palace Hotel at 
Sakaraha. To be fair to Remote River Expeditions, who booked the hotel on our behalf, Sakaraha 
is not a tourist destination and there weren't any other hotel options for a group of our size. 
Experienced African campaigners such as Michael Ochse were completely unfazed, but a group 
of eight people decided one night at The Palace was more than enough: one of the busses was 
commandeered by them and set off for the next destination, Ifaty, on the south-west coast of 
Madagascar.  
Those of stronger disposition stayed on for a further day at Zombitse and another night at the 
Palace, where we celebrated Mark Williams' 68th birthday! We all survived (I think...) 
 
Journey to Ifaty 
The diehards set off for Ifaty on Wednesday 18 April. Harald Selb and I got a lift in Safi's vehicle 
(he had hired his own car) and we stopped at a promising ridge near Ankororoka. There wasn't 
much flying, but we had our first encounter with Acraea turna and found a few small Hemiolaus 
species. Harald found a number of small Azanus in a flowering Acacia tree and Safi made us all 
jealous when he caught a female Madagascan Lilac Tip (Colotis zoe). The bus caught up with us 
and we set off for our lunchtime stop at Antsokay Arboretum, near Toliara. 
 
Antsokay Arboretum  
I had seen a couple of Lepidochrysops turlini when I had visited 
the Antsokay Arboretum two years previously, but unfortunately 
we couldn't find any this time; we got the feeling that we were a 
few weeks late. 
We did find more Acraea turna and the same small Hemiolaus 
that we had encountered earlier in the day. There were loads of 
Madagascan Arab Tips (Colotis calais crowleyi) and a few 
Colotis guenei. 
After a nice lunch, we set off for the Dunes Hotel at Ifaty. 
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Ifaty  
The Dunes hotel is a very pleasant beach resort; clean and 
modern and a significant step-up from the Palace! An added 
attraction was the sight of several Pharmacophagus antenor 
feeding on Bougainvillea’s next to the swimming pool… 
We spent two nights there, but only had one full day, 
unfortunately, as we had to leave early on Friday morning. 
On Thursday most of us took a bus into some dry bush, slightly 
inland, which was inundated with baobab trees and spiny forest 
vegetation. Butterflies were fairly scarce, but we all found a few 
Colotis zoe; another major tick for most of us. 
 
Return to Tana 
Subsequent to me planning the tour more than a year previously, the flight times had changed 
twice. I was concerned about this day, as Madagascar Air (or MAD Air as it is known), does not 
have a reputation for reliability. My fears were unfounded, however, and our flight to Tana - via 
Tolanaro (Fort Dauphin) - went without a hitch.  
I spent the afternoon looking for butterflies in some open veld near our hotel in Tana; very scruffy 
and filled with lantana, but surprisingly good for butterflies! There were loads of Acraea mahela 
that I had hardly seen elsewhere on our travels and quite a few Acraea ranavalona. Junonia 
rhadama were common and there were a couple of Heteropsis ankaratra. 
We stayed at the IC Hotel (the same venue that we had stayed at two weeks previously) and I got 
fairly trashed after supper that evening! 

 
The flight home 
Most delegates (including the SA group) flew home on Saturday 21 April, while a few others 
stayed on for a few days. 
I can report that everyone eventually got back safely, with no significant incidents! 
 
Lessons learned  
The response from delegates who attended the Workshop has been extremely positive and the 
choice of ValBio as a Conference venue couldn't have been better. Our local travel agent - 
Remote River Expeditions (RRE) - flawlessly arranged all the accommodation and transport, and 
their guides, Ludo and Stella, went way beyond the call of duty in looking after us, arranging 
additional tours and sorting out any problems. 
The weather was kind to us (the ABRI contingent who stayed on at Ranomafana might disagree) 
and the butterflies were great. Some people thought we were a bit late in the season and perhaps 
a few weeks earlier in the southern and western areas would have been better. This is always a 
balancing act however, and the risk of spending two weeks sitting inside waiting for a cyclone to 
pass increases the nearer one gets to mid-summer! 
On the negative side, I underestimated the amount of bureaucracy involved in obtaining research 
permits, park entry tickets, transport permits and export permits for specimens. With Ludo's 
assistance however, we battled through all the obstacles and I'm proud to declare the 3rd 
Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop – Madagascar - April 2018 a resounding success! 
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Some butterflies from Madagascar (Jeremy Dobson) 
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Images of Madagascar (Inabal Sinai) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Madagascar (Raimund Schutte) 
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A significant expansion in the range of Acraea acara (Fanie Rautenbach) 

 
On April 11th 2018 I made an identification of an Acara Acraea 
(Acraea acara acara) submitted to LepiMAP by Jean Daniel on a 
farm near Queenstown. LepiMAP contributors may add a note 
when they submit their photos and Jean mentioned that this 
butterfly “seems right out if its normal area”. On LepiMAP you can 
call up a distribution map for any butterfly species and the one for 
Acraea acara is shown below. The orange squares represent 
mainly historical data (>350 000 records for all species) from 
collectors and the blue circles photo records (approximately 
90 000) from LepiMAP contributors since about 2007. Looking at 
the distribution of Acraea acara in the Eastern Cape, it appeared 
to me that not only was Jean right, but that there were several records of this species now in the 
central eastern Cape Province and central coastal parts of the Eastern Cape Province (area I have 
indicated with a red circle), where historically they have not been recorded before (no orange 
squares). The closest historical records were in the extreme north-eastern part of the Eastern Cape 
Province. I then looked at each individual record within the red circle and noticed that they all were 
submitted to LepiMAP within the last two years. There were records from East London, Stutterheim, 
Alice, Bedford, Grahamstown, Kenton-on-Sea, King William’s Town and Port Alfred.  
 

 
 
I emailed the above distribution map to a few butterfly experts and they all agreed that it appears as 
if Acraea acara has indeed extended its range in a south-westerly direction. The next question to 
ask is, why and how is this happening? Craig Peter, a regular contributor to the VM and also an 
Associate Professor in Plant Biology at Rhodes University suggested the following: “My hypothesis 
is that the invasive plant Passiflora caerulea explains the expansion of Acraea acara into the Eastern 
Cape Province, being the only widespread Passifloraceae in this region. There really is a lot of it 
now”.  

Acraea acara 
Steve Woodhall 



Ernest Pringle and Steve Woodhall responded to this hypothesis. 

 
Ernest Pringle’s response 
This is a topic which has interested me for some time; in fact, I co-authored an article on it with 
Renzo Perissinotto and Jan Giliomee in African Entomologist a couple of years ago. There we dealt 
with the rapid expansion in distribution of various butterflies, beetles and lacewings. I think host plant 
is a partial explanation of what we are seeing, but I believe the issue goes far wider than this. The 
fact is that many butterflies, which are wholly dependent on host plants without any association with 
ants (which of course complicates matters), have host plants with a much more extensive distribution 
than they. Think of Libythea labdaca, which I mentioned previously as another sudden expansion; 
they utilise Celtis spp., which are collectively extremely widespread in our wetter regions. But it was 
not recorded south or west of Pondoland until recent years. Why? There are many other examples: 
think of Euphaedra neophron, Charaxes protoclea azota, and Precis natalica for starters. I think 
much of the explanation lies in their early stages. All of us who rear larvae are aware that this is 
usually the lengthiest stage – although sometimes the pupal stage is. We are also all aware of how 
sensitive the larvae are to moulds and viruses, and how easily they can die. There is no doubt that 
microclimate plays a massive role in their survival rate, and that they would be very sensitive to this. 
An alteration in temperature, moisture or humidity would have a major effect on their viability. These 
rapid expansions, therefore, I think are more likely to be indicative of small alterations in this 
microclimate, which have rendered the populations viable in areas that were previously unsuitable 
for them. The introduced species of Passiflora noted by Craig Peter has been in our area for many 
decades. Why has this happened only now? Similarly, we have always had Celtis. Why has labdaca 
only been recorded now? I don’t think we must oversimplify this issue: it is probably more 
complicated than we think. 
 
Steve Woodhall’s response 
I think you (Ernest Pringle) are right. It’s a combination of microclimate change and available 
alternative host plants – some of the time. Anthropogenic actions may also be playing a part. I 
suspect that Charaxes brutus natalensis’ range extension was facilitated by a combination of 
planting of infested Mahogany saplings by municipalities, warmer climate and a host plant switch to 
Melia azedarach (which had happened several years ago). Junonia orithya madagascariensis was 
probably moving south as a result of climate change when a sudden host plant shift occurred to the 
invasive alien Plantago lanceolata. This is used elsewhere in the world by Junonia so the genetic 
predisposition to use it was already there; it just needed the trigger. So we have the classic 
‘punctuated equilibrium’ speciation/dispersal model happening here. I think alternative host plants 
are vital to this. Look at Charaxes wakefleldi. Its only alternative in southern KZN (and N Eastern 
Cape Province?) is Deinbollia. It has been found in greater and greater numbers on the south coast 
recently, but so far no sudden jump - because there’s no host plant for it to switch to? 
 
On the 21st of April 2018, the Darling’s (Gregg, Desire and Des) photographed a mating pair of 
Acraea acara on the causeway over the Swartkops River near Uitenhage. To date this is now the 
most westerly record ever for this species, approximately 600 km south-west of where it was 
historically found. 
 

  



Rob Dickinson (Steve Woodhall) 
(8 April 2018) 

 
I only found out at Rob’s memorial service what a truly great man he was. He was so modest, 
none of us knew he had been instrumental in rolling out high level medical training on oxygen 
metering machines and MRI machines across Africa, and had been influential in several advances 
in the field. 
 
We knew him as a keen lepidopterist (and odonata enthusiast). 
 
He first came to our attention in 2009 as a LepiMAP contributor from ‘New Erewhon Farm’ in 
Zimbabwe. Lots of great Zim butterflies. But soon after came posts from weird parts of Africa, like 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Liberia… and I found out he lived just down the road in Crestholme. So we 
made comms. 
 
Rob was a great companion on KZN LepSoc Africa trips. A good conversationalist, he never 
spoke about himself much but concentrated on finding out more about his companions. The 
highlight was the 2012 conference in Cape Town, when we drove down together and he struck up 
a friendship with Bill Steele. We did a lot of butterflying on that trip, and Rob was present at an 
epic stay in the Sutherland Hotel. So he was well steeped in LepSoc ways! 
 
We spent a lot of time driving around KZN together, and Rob mentored me in many things. In later 
years he became a serious Odonata fan. And who can forget that he was the first to confirm the 
presence of the Cycad Blue Chilades pandava in Africa - in Egypt.  
 
About a year ago he started to be a bit ‘thin on the ground’, and then I got a phone call out of the 
blue earlier in 2018 from Rob, telling me he had terminal melanoma. I was shattered.  
 
He will be sadly missed and it’s a pity more people in LepSoc Africa didn’t get to meet him. 
 

  



Land of the Saddled Hill (Anthony Walton) 
 
In the hills south of Ladysmith, in the twilight zone where the fertile 
grasslands and plains along the rivers of the KwaZulu-Natal 
midlands meet the harsh, rocky outcrops and wooded chasms of 
the central Drakensberg and Geluksberg, lies a biological treasure 
chest. Comprising a range of different habitats, from dry, grassy, 
rolling hills, to forested gorges and perennial streams, to lush, 
gnarled savannah flats, this land is bountiful and bursting at the 
seams with life in every form and shape! With over 300 species of 
flowering herbs and shrubs, this wonderland is the perfect place to 
find butterflies and moths.  
 
Many of the butterflies here can be found near water, which, in the 
cool, shaded folds of the hills, can be quite plentiful during the rainy season. Water Swift’s 
(Parnara monasi) can occasionally be seen darting over rock pools in the lower reaches of the 
Tugela River tributaries, taking a moment now and then to rest next to the crystal clear water. 
Damp sand and mud patches can be very popular with Broad-bordered Grass Yellows (Eurema 
brigitta), White Pies (Tuxentius calice), and even Green-banded Swallowtails (Papilio nireus), 
which form large congregations, sucking up the nutrient rich water between the sand grains. The 
nutrients gained from this “mud-puddling” behaviour (especially salts) are synthesized by some 
butterflies into toxins. 
 

If one is in the right spot in the right season (early summer), the rare 
Amakosa Rocksitter (Durbania amakosa natalensis) can be found 
sunning itself on the lichen-covered rocks alongside the higher 
altitude streams, where bends in the watercourse and sudden 
topographical depressions create the perfect environment for the 
growth of cyanobacteria, which is the primary food source of the 
butterfly’s larvae. This particular subspecies of Amakosa Rocksitter 
is endemic to the Natal Midlands, 
specifically the foothills of the central 
Drakensberg, making an encounter 
with this beautiful insect quite special! 

Further up the stream, a Silvery Bar (Cigaritis phanes) sits alive but 
lifeless on the flower of the Mother-of-Millions (Bryophyllum 
delagoense), a highly invasive and toxic succulent plant from 
Madagascar which is starting to pose a real threat to both riparian 
biodiversity and the agronomic potential of good grazing land across 
much of eastern South Africa. Whether the butterfly had simply 
chosen to rest here, or whether it had just finished pollinating the 
flower, is unknown. 
 
Next to the waterways, especially above the banks of the Tugela 
River, stretch long and winding expanses of savannah thornveld. 
This type of habitat may not seem like a suitable place to find one’s 
scaly-winged quarry, but it is surprising to see just how many 
butterflies and moths inhabit such areas. The Pirate (Catacroptera 
cloanthe) can be found lurking in tall grass, the bold, bony smile on 
his wings piercing the dry yellows and browns of its surroundings. In 
more open areas of the savannah, especially near rocky ledges and 
stony embankments, the Star Sandman (Spialia asterodia) bolts in 
and out of shrubs and crevices, seemingly trying to hide from the 
tyranny of the midday sun! 
 

Durbania amakosa natalensis 
(Anthony Walton) 

Cigaritis phanes 
(Anthony Walton) 

Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe 
(Anthony Walton) 

Gently sloping grassland, with clumps 
of bushes near Colenso 

(Anthony Walton) 



As one ventures away from the lower lying areas and hikes through the wooded slopes, there are 
some particularly marvellous creatures to behold! These hills serve as the western-most border for 
many genera of subtropical butterflies, which are predominantly found in the lower lying Indian 
Ocean coastal belt of eastern South Africa and further north to Limpopo Province. These include 
the brilliant Pearl Emperor (Charaxes varanes) and the Pied Piper (Eurytela hiarbas angustata). 
The Pearl Emperor can be seen soaring wildly through the canopy, making itself visible to only the 
most alert passer-by’s, whilst the Pied Piper can be found flying impatiently from flower to flower 
as it tries to consume as much nectar as it can from the Pink Dombeya (Dombeya burgessiae), a 
common yet stunning clump-forming tree in valleys and hillsides. 
 

Upon finally summiting these mighty earthen crests, one gets a front 
row seat to the most spectacular view of the central Drakensberg 
range, including the Monk’s Cowl and the jagged Organ Pipes. 
There’s also plenty of butterflying to be done up here too. In 
midsummer, countless butterflies from the Pieridae family, including 
the African Veined White (Belenois gidica abyssinica) and African 
Small White (Dixeia charina charina), scour the vegetation of the 
woodland/grassland ecotones in search of a 
snack or a good ovipositing site. In 
springtime, the wet-season form of the 
Gaudy Commodore (Precis octavia 

sesamus) emerges, and the males begin to “hilltop” on open, raised 
mounds, trying their best to strut their stuff for prospective mates! Close 
by, the caterpillar of the Lily Borer Moth (Diaphone eumela) gorges itself 
on the fleshy stems of the River Lily’s (Crinum macowanii) inflorescence. 
Due to the decline in the population of this plant and other Lilies over 
recent years, as well as the dependency of the River Lily on good rains for 
flowering, it is possible that the Lily Borer larvae may be affecting the 
reproductive potential of this plant species. Research will be needed, 
however, to confirm this. 
 
Despite the high number of butterfly and moth species found in the area on 
a recent trip, there were countless others which eluded the author. Many of 
these dynamo’s are simply too quick and jittery to be caught without the 
best photographic equipment. Genera which were spotted, but not 
photographed, include Axiocerces, Aloeides, and Acraea.  
 
The splendour of this misty land is boundless! Aside from butterflies and moths, there are still 
many more biological discoveries to be made here, simply lying in wait for the gaze of a steadfast 
explorer. The intricate web of ecological links between the flora and fauna is what makes this 
stretch of paradise, this realm of magic, so unique!  

  

Dixeia charina charina 
(Anthony Walton) 

Spialia asterodia 
(Anthony Walton) 

Belenois aurota 
(Anthony Walton) 

Eretis umbra umbra 
(Anthony Walton) 

Dry steam bed - one of the 
tributaries of the Tugela. 

After rains, the shallow pools 
and damp mud attract many 

butterflies 
(Anthony Walton) 



Asia Holiday (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Colleen and I spent a few weeks in SE Asia in March. 
 
Hong Kong 
One of the many things that impressed me about Hong Kong was (in stark contrast to much of 
Africa) how efficiently space is utilized. Despite having a tiny landmass and a population of more 
than seven million people, there are plenty of unspoiled open spaces. The butterflies within these 
areas are really good, although the weather was a bit gloomy during most of our visit. 
The strictly enforced space-management comes at a price though: fancy a nice house on the 
slopes of Victoria Peak overlooking the city? $50 mil should cover it... 

 

 
Thailand  
I loved Thailand and would definitely recommend it as a holiday destination. In 
contrast to Hong Kong, however, most of the rural areas are trashed, or are 
rapidly being destroyed. I suspect there won't be much woodland left (outside of 
nature reserves) within ten years or less. 
We spent a few days at Ko Samui, which has great beaches and some really 
good snorkelling if one visits some of the outlying islands. It's a fairly strenuous 
walk to the hills inland from Chaweng Beach, but the butterflies there were 
brilliant. Numerous Swallowtails and Birdwings (Troides helena); Lacewings, 
Tigers and Asian Map Butterflies, to name but a few. 
We visited Phuket afterwards: the city's main western beaches aren't that special 
in my opinion, but you can easily get into some nice coastal forest, filled with 
butterflies.  
The highlight of our Thailand visit, without a doubt, was a couple of boat trips to 
the islands and beaches between Phuket and Krabi. "The Beach" (of Leonardo 
DiCaprio fame), Phi Phi Island and the best snorkelling that I've ever 
experienced. To my regret I had forgotten to bring my underwater camera - 
based on Raimund Schutte's experience in Madagascar a few weeks later, 
maybe I should have tried the 7D... 
 

  

Repulse Bay Hong Kong from Victoria Peak 
(Kowloon is across the harbour) 

Lethe species 
Lantau Island 



Japan 
For the last leg of our holiday, we met up with my son, Christopher, for a few days in Japan (Chris 
has been sending me pictures of spring-butterflies that are flying in Nanjing, China, where he is 
currently working). 
The food in Japan was great - I'm now a converted sushi enthusiast - and the cherry blossoms 
were in full bloom; my overriding impression, however, was that the country is a bit dull and 
soulless compared to much of Asia. 
We were a bit early for butterflies - we saw a couple at Kyoto and Matsumoto - but the butterflies 
are really good later in the season, apparently. 
 

 

 
 

Nanjing, China (Chris Dobson) 
 
Chris reports that the wooded hills above Nanjing were transformed, within a couple of weeks in 
April, from a sterile, leafless winter landscape, to a spring flower-show, full of butterflies. 
 
He forwarded a few photos, below: 
 

 

Matsumoto Mt Fuji and Lake Kawaguchi Riodinid butterfly, Mt Inari, Kyoto 

Parnassius glacialis 
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 

Lycaena phlaeas  
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 

 

 

Anthocharis scolymus  
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 

 

 

Hestina assimilis 
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 

Apatura ilia 
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 

Papilio bianor 
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 



Some butterfly photos from Thailand (Jeremy Dobson)  

Cynitia species 
Ko Samui, Thailand 

Tirumula septentrionis 
Ko Samui, Thailand 

Spinsasis lohita 
Ko Samui, Thailand 

Junonia orithya 
Ko Samui, Thailand 

Danaus genutia 
Ko Samui, Thailand 

Tanaecia julii 
Phuket, Thailand 

Cyrestes thyodamas 
Ko Samui, Thailand 

Zeltus amasa 
Ko Samui, Thailand 

Cethosia cyane 
Ko Samui, Thailand 

Euthalia species 
Ko Samui, Thailand 

Loxura atymnus 
Ko Samui, Thailand 

Curetis bulis 
Phuket, Thailand 



Updated LepSoc Africa Website 
 

A reminder that the Website of the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa (http://lepsocafrica.org/) has 

been updated to include an online shopping-cart. 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 

Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 

and Place Order! 

Thanks to Dave and Hanna for helping to set this up; it looks easy to use and a really useful and 

long overdue addition to the benefits available to LepSoc Africa members. 

 

Butterfly Evening 

The second Butterfly Evening of 2018 was held at Ruimsig Country 

Club, Roodepoort on 11 March. Hermann Staude continued his 

“meet the family” program, introducing LSA (LepSoc Africa) 

members to the amazing diversity within the world of butterflies. 

March’s session focused on the Geometridae, Hermann’s favourite 

subject and one of the largest families of Lepidoptera. 

  

http://lepsocafrica.org/


BOOKS 

Butterflies of Benin 

 

As noted in March’s edition of ABN, Alain 

Coache has produced an Atlas of the 

Butterflies of Benin. 

The book, Atlas illustré des Rhopalocères 

du Benin, was recently awarded a prize 

by SEF (Société Entomologique de 

France), for the best book on butterflies 

for 2017. 

The book is dedicated to Torben B Larsen 

with forewords from Steve Collins and 

Szabolcs Sáfián; it took ten years to 

produce and it weighs more than 3 kg! 

All 470 Benin butterfly species are 

represented, with full size images of male 

and female upper sides and undersides, 

including detailed 

distribution maps. 

This book is available 

from the author at: 

alain.coache@gmail.com 

 

Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App 

 

A reminder that Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App “Woodhall’s 

Butterflies of South Africa” is now available and can be purchased 

for R290.  

The App has a “MY LIST” feature, which can be used for saving 

butterfly-lists from field trips and exporting them to an Excel 

spreadsheet. 

This should be a great help for those of you who are submitting 

data to Lepibase, for the Karoo BioGaps Project, as well as the 

Butterfly Index (refer to the FEATURES section). 

 
The App can be bought from the following sources: 
 
Google Play:   
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mydigitalearth.butterfliesofsouthafrica 
iTunes:  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/woodhalls-butterflies-rsa/id1293695330?mt=8 
 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/alain.coache@gmail.com
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mydigitalearth.butterfliesofsouthafrica
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/woodhalls-butterflies-rsa/id1293695330?mt=8


UPCOMING EVENTS 

LepSoc Africa Conference and AGM 
 
The KZN branch of LSA are organizing this year’s Conference, which will be held at 
Hermannsburg School, Greytown, on 22 and 23 September. 

 
Please contact Kevin Cockburn (pidelta@gom.co.za) or Stella (stellacockburn@gmail.com) if you 
wish to attend, or are able to present a paper at the Conference. 
Sunday 24 September is a holiday, so you might wish to add on a day or two to your trip and see a 
few of the special KZN Midlands butterflies that should be flying at this time. 
 
 

 
 



Butterfly Evening  
 
The next Butterfly evening will be held on Thursday 12 July; 18h30 for 19h00. 
 
This will continue Hermann’s “meet the family” program, introducing LepSoc Africa members to 
the amazing diversity of Butterflies (Lepidoptera).  
 
The cost is R170 per person (the cost has risen as Hermann is no longer subsidizing the event), 
which includes dinner. Even at the new price, these evenings are great and should not be missed! 
 
Butterfly Evenings are held at Ruimsig Country Club, Roodepoort, on the 2nd Thursday of every 
2nd month – please diarize! 

 
 
Yebbo Goga  
 
Yebbo Goga is the main public awareness program in the HBC calendar and commences on 
Wednesday 9 May 2018 to Sunday 13 May; the venue – as usual – is the Oppenheimer Life 
Sciences building,  East Campus, University of the Witwatersrand. 
 
This year’s theme is “Deception” – there are plenty of examples of this in the butterfly world. 
Please contact me, Jan Praet (jan.praet@gmail.com) or Peter Webb (peter@iconc.com) if you are 
available to help. 
  

 

Highveld Butterfly Club (Jan Praet) 

Jan has listed the remaining HBC activities for 2018 (below); Please note! 

MONTH DATE EVENT DETAILS 

MAY 10 May 2018 Butterfly Evening To be decided 

  17 May 2018 Public Evening Talk 5 South African Butterflies - an 
introduction 

  24 May 2018 Highveld Butterfly Club Meeting Season review - pictures from 
Madagascar etc. 

JUNE 16 Jun 2018 Public Weekend Talk 1 Butterflies for beginners 

JULY 12 Jul 2018 Butterfly Evening To be decided 

  26 Jul 2018 Public Evening Talk 6 A collection of unique RSA 
Butterflies and their stories 
(collectors invited to make a 
unique tray of specimens for 
display) 

AUGUST TBC      

SEPTEMBER TBC     

  13 Sep 2018 Highveld Butterfly Club Meeting Conference planning 

OCTOBER TBC     

  22 - 23 Sep 
2018 

Annual Conference Midlands 

NOVEMBER TBC     

DECEMBER TBC     

  7 Dec 2018 Year close-off social event Mandatory attendance for 
Martin, Andy and Johan 

 

mailto:jan.praet@gmail.com
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International Conference on the Biology of Butterflies 

The International Conferences on the Biology of Butterflies are international gatherings, organized 
every four years, of primarily professional biologists who study evolutionary biology, behaviour, 
ecology, systematics, biogeography, genetics, developmental biology, and biodiversity 
conservation, with butterflies as their focal study organisms.  
 
The 8th edition of this conference will be held between 11-14 June 2018, and will be hosted by the 
National Centre for Biological Sciences, Bangalore (NCBS), and the Indian Institute of Science 
Education and Research, Thiruvananthapuram (IISER-TVM).  
 

It will be held at NCBS, a premier research institute in India that 
works in frontier areas across the biological sciences. Situated 
away from the bustle of Bangalore city, NCBS campus provides 
a comfortable environment for academic interaction within the 
international scientific community.  
 

The following field trips have been planned in conjunction with the 
conference: 

PRE-CONFERENCE FIELD TRIP TO MAKALIDURGA (10 June 2018):  
 
A good opportunity to catch up with old friends and colleagues 
and interact with local butterfly watchers and experts while 
observing some endemic butterflies in a beautiful hilly scrub 
forest. We will leave early in the morning for this field trip and 
return by early afternoon, well in time for a late lunch and the 
evening pre-conference social. The field trip fee is € 40 / $ 50 / ₹ 
3,000, which includes local transportation, packaged meal and 
bottled water. It can be paid during registration. 
 
POST-CONFERENCE FIELD TRIPS (16-18 June 2018, three days and two nights):  
 
These field trips should be especially attractive for family vacations. Payments can be made 
separately (details will follow). You can choose between three field trip options: 
 
1. Mysore-Kabini River Lodge: Spend two days visiting temples and palaces in the historic, 
beautiful little town of Mysore, and one day at the Kabini River Lodge, where you have a chance at 
encountering wild elephants, gaurs, leopards, tigers and Asiatic wild dogs, among other 
fascinating mammals and birds in the Nagarhole National Park. 
 
2. Hampi-Daroji Wildlife Sanctuary:  
Visit Hampi, a UNESCO World Heritage Site of the poignant ruins of the historial Vijayanagara 
Empire, along with Daroji Wildlife Sanctuary, home of the sloth bear, saw-scaled viper, and a 
fascinating diversity of endemic and charismatic birds such as the Indian peafowl and yellow-
throated bulbul. 
 
3. Karwar-Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary:  
Visit the temples, forts and other historic sites along a charming coastline of northern Karnataka, 
and look for hornbills, trogons, flycatchers, birdwings, tree nymphs, atlas moth and other rich bird 
and Lepidoptera fauna in the evergreen forests of the Western Ghats. This may also be an 
excellent opportunity to see an incredible endemic amphibian fauna of the Western Ghats. 
 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Makalidurga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hampi


POST-CONFERENCE TRAINING WORKSHOP (19-21 June 2018, three days and two nights):  
 
A training workshop for students and young professionals, plus a butterfly-watching trip to the famed 
evergreen forests of the Western Ghats, a globally recognized biodiversity hotspot. Details to follow 
shortly. 
 
The registration fee for the conference is $455 ($525 after 30 April). Accompanying guests are $150 
each. The fees cover: (a) a pre-conference social (10 June evening) with snacks and a choice of 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages, (b) on-site registration with stationary and souvenir gift 
items, (c) four-course Indian meals (lunch and dinner, choice of vegetarian and meat) with two drinks 
(choice of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages) for all four days of the conference (excluding the 
banquet), (c) tea, coffee and snacks during all breaks, and (d) local transportation (daily pick-up and 
drop-off between the conference hotels and conference venue, and assistance with airport shuttle 
on arrival in Bangalore).  

ADDITIONAL, OPTIONAL FEES: 

Banquet: $ 50  

Pre-conference field trip to Makalidurga (10 June): $ 50 (includes 
local transportation, packaged meal and bottled water).  

Local sightseeing and family outings during the conference (11-
14 June):  
Packages for accompanying family members to be announced in 
January. 
 
Post-conference wildlife-watching trips and cultural tourism (16-18 June 2018): See details on the 
Field Trips page. 

Post-conference training workshop and field expeditions on the Biology of Butterflies (19-21 June): 
The Western Ghats. Venue, program and other details to be announced in January. 

Accommodation (9/10 to 14/15 June, choice to be made during online payment):  

Rooms are blocked in three five-star hotels for regular participants, with several dozen additional 
rooms blocked in three-star hotels as well in the NCBS Guest House at special discounted rates 
that are affordable even for students and post-docs from developing countries. See Accommodation 
for further details of the conference hotels and room rates. Room reservations should be made by 
conference attendees directly with the hotels (online links to credit card-based room reservations on  

http://www.biologyofbutterflies.org/ 
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Middle East Conference (Dubi Benyamini) 
 
A reminder that LepSoc Israel is hosting the 3rd International Conference of Butterflies of the 
Middle East, which will be held in Tel Aviv, Israel between 31 May and 2 June this year. Please 
contact the organizers  
If you wish to take part parpar4u@gmail.com 

mailto:parpar4u@gmail.com


COLLECTORS CORNER 

Esther van der Westhuizen has two cabinets that she would like to 
sell for R500 each (refer to the accompanying picture). 
 
Please contact Andrew Morton (bluebottle@wol.co.za) if you are 
interested. 
 
 
 
 
 
Owen Garvie is, unfortunately, retiring from his butterfly-hobby and, after much deliberation, has 
decided to sell his butterfly collection, with cabinets.  
 
He will consider selling the entire collection for R100 000 (US$8,300), as follows: 

 
R50 000 for the butterfly specimens 
R50 000 for the 11 cabinets. 
 
This collection has been carefully accumulated over 40+ years and 
comprises a systematic collection of South African species, as well as, 
some specimens collected in Zimbabwe. 
Each specimen is labelled, providing information about the region, 
locality and date collected. This information, together with the co-
ordinates of each specimen in the collection, has been catalogued and 
recorded in a LepiDops 4.04 (version 2009) software database for easy 
access and reference purposes. This database is an integral part of the 
collection and will be provided freely to the purchaser of the collection. 
 

The collection is housed in 11 wooden cabinets with each cabinet having 8 or 9 glass-topped 
drawers, a total of 97 drawers. The glass top on each drawer is easy to remove, providing access 
to the butterfly specimens, yet allowing effective protection and curatorship.  
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FEATURES 

Butterfly identification plates (Mark Williams) 

In keeping with the Malagasy theme of this edition of ABN, Mark has put together a 

nice selection of Madagascan butterflies… 

 

 

                
 
                                              Graphium endochus                                                       Graphium cyrnus 

 

           
 
                                              Pharmacophagus antenor                                                            Papilio delalandei      

 

           
 
                       Celaenorrhinus humbloti                        Heteropsis ankaratra                              Heteropsis fraterna 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

           
 
                                          Charaxes analava  (underside)                           Charaxes andranodorus  (underside) 

 

                
 
                                                      Junonia rhadama                                                    Acraea igati 

 

                
           

                                                   Hypolimnas dexithea                                               Protogoniomorpha duprei 

 
 
 

 

  



Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson) 

At the suggestion of Les Underhill (LepiMAP / ADU), LepSoc Africa has initiated a Butterfly 

Abundance Index, which commenced in January this year. 

We will take species species-counts from various areas and relate this to an abundance factor; 

these factors will be adjusted depending on the biome within which the lists were taken: for 

example 30 species in lowveld savanna might have a similar rating to 5 species in the Karoo. 

Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of capturing lists while you are in the field. 

Monthly provincial “scores” will be included in this newsletter and, after a bit of trial and error (and 

retrospective adjustments), I believe we will end up 

with a useful tool for measuring relative butterfly 

abundance country wide. 

Please try and support this initiative; as you can see 

from the summary table at the end of this section, I 

don’t have many contributors at the moment! There 

are already a few trends appearing: March seems to 

be significantly better than January, for example. I 

believe that, in due course, we will have a very 

interesting picture regarding both monthly and annual 

butterfly abundances. 

 

 

Lowveld 

Savanna or 

Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 

Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 

Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 

(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 

Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >80 >48 >32 >16 >16 >16 >32

4 Good 56 to 80 34 to 48 23 to 32 12 to 16 12 to 16 12 to 16 23 to 32

3 Average 31 to 55 19 to 33 13 to 22 7 to 11 7 to 11 7 to 11 13 to 22

2 Poor 6 to 30 4 to 18 3 to 12 2 to 6 2 to 6 2 to 6 3 to 12

1 Very Poor ≤5 ≤3 ≤2 ≤1 ≤1 ≤1 ≤2

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 

INDEX

Biome Factor 

Lowveld Savanna or Forest (L.S.) 100% 

Highveld Savanna (H.S.) 60% 

Highveld Grassland (H.G.) 40% 

Arid Savanna (A.S.) 20% 

Karoo (K) 20% 

Fynbos (F) 20% 

Afromontane Forest (A.M.) 40% 



Methodology 

 

1/. Each Province will receive a monthly rating between 1 and 5 (Lesotho and Swaziland are 

included as Provinces) 

 

2/. The rating will be based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 

province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 

superfamily (traditional butterflies); should lists of all Lepidoptera encountered at a locality be 

submitted, the number will be divided by 10. 

 

3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a Province, the highest rating 

will be used. Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 

 

Objectives 

 

1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 

 

2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  

 

Data - March and April: 

 

 

 
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2018: 

 

  

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 2 9 Northcliff H.G. Jan Praet 3 31 Hennops H.S. Jeremy Dobson

KwaZulu-Natal 2 26 Krantzkloof L.S. Steve Woodhall 0

Limpopo 4 24 Hanglip A.F. Steve Woodhall 0

Mpumalanga 5 51 Loding H.S. Jeremy Dobson 0

Western Cape 0 0

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0

North West 4 42 Zaagkuilsdrift H.S. Steve Woodhall 0

Free State 0 0

Lesotho 0 0

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE

2018

Mar Apr

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 2 2 2 3

KwaZulu-Natal 2 3 2 0

Limpopo 2 0 4 0

Mpumalanga 2 3 5 0

Western Cape 0 0 0 0

Eastern Cape 0 0 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0 0 0

North West 0 0 4 0

Free State 0 0 0 0

Lesotho 0 0 0 0

Swaziland 0 0 0 0

PROVINCE
2018 - SUMMARY



TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES… 

We reproduce historical pieces from Metamorphosis… 

Zambia in a little Nissan (Martin Lunderstedt) 

It was after the wettest summer that Limpopo Province had ever had that Johan Greyling (the 

Esteemed Doctor) and I decided to have a little rumble in the jungle.  With our meticulous planning 

(a few beers and deciding on Mwinilunga) we then parted company and I went home to break the 

news to my long-suffering wife – who would stay at home while I collected malaria, yellow fever 

and a myriad of other exotic, embarrassing diseases.  

Finding out there was no food in Zambia, and no petrol in Zimbabwe, I left from Welkom on the 

30th March, 2000 for Polokwane.  On arrival I had to endure the wetting of wheels and the loose 

scrum of plenty and varied canine forms, of which the loudest were the smallest:  Didi and Snippy.  

I found out that Johan would only get there later so I went to my favourite relaxing station, Castle, 

and proceeded to throw my name away and then drag it through the mud again.  Johan joined me 

and we organised dates and times of his arrival in that great pedestrian country, Zambia.  

The following morning I left at about 08h00 thinking:  border at 09h30 and an easy drive through to 

Makuti, where I would spend my first night in Darkest Africa.  The first time I realised that this trip 

might just be a little difficult was 10km out of Polokwane – I had a little detour of some 200km 

through Vivo and Alldays and then back to Musina.  Great!  The bridges between Makhado and 

Musina had been destroyed by floods and everyone and his trailer was on the detour.  The baby 

Pajero (Nissan 1400) and I bravely took on the drivers of the pantechnikons and conceded defeat 

after about the tenth truck had nearly wiped me out with loose rocks and mud.  No problem.  Go 

faster!  

Suddenly there seemed to be a lapse in the traffic and the reason was pretty surreal.  I have never 

seen so many ‘Mopane worms’ (Imbrasia belina) on the road.  At first I swerved to miss them but 

after 2km and millions of them I just let nature take its course and started re-treading my tyres.  

They were from about 100km south of the Limpopo River to about 200km north of it, and I have 

never seen as many caterpillars in my life.  The truck drivers were collecting them for padkos or for 

sale later.  

After yet another near miss I saw a road to the west marked ‘Venetia Mine, road closed’.  I 

tentatively took it and found it went to Musina, was a brilliant important – no traffic!  At Musina it 

was now after 11h00 and I still had almost 1 000km to go, so ablutions at Superman speed 

dispensed with, I went to the garage and filled up the bakkie and 50 litres spare in the trailer’s 

jerrycans.  Remember… NO PETROL in Zimbabwe.  Feeling pretty chuffed with my foresight and 

lighter in my pocket I went to the border.  

On arrival you seem to go through the SA border post fast, on hindsight I think they do this to 

annoy their Zimbabwean counterparts as the latter tend to be a bit slower.  When you get to the 

Zim side you meet the unofficial border guard who almost demands you pay him to get through the 

border post quicker.  Plus he says he’ll look after your car.  Yeah right!  Ignoring him (pretty 

difficult) you enter this building from a forgotten era and automatically get the impatient attitude of 

an ex-pat faced with foreigners.  Naturally I am above all these seedy emotions and with my 

normal calm demeanour I coasted through customs and immigration.  As I completed my 3rd party 

forms I superciliously enquired when there would next be petrol in their impoverished republic.  His 

answer was that they never had a problem with petrol and even the smallest garage in the 

furtherest place was full of it.  R200 less and 50kg heavier was not the best thing that could have 

happened at the beginning of the trip; then I went outside and my little friend was waiting there to 

demand R50 for looking after my car…  



I fear that relations between SA and Zimbabwe after that slight altercation have never been at 

such a low.  Anyhow, it was now almost noon with this trivial matter of 1 000km before bed 

awaited me.  

The road to Harare was uneventful and empty (thanks to the petrol cost!) and it blurred as I was 

tired and not really concentrating.  As the border people had said, there was petrol everywhere but 

I filled up at every garage just in case!  Like everyone seems to, I got lost entering Harare – there 

are no main route direction signs – but somehow I ended up where I wanted to be.  At another fill-

up I bought two meat pies and cokes for the road and the bill was Z$100 – unreal.  Off again – 

about 18h00 and getting dark.  Unlit army trucks were another hazard on the Chinhoyi road, the 

driving was tedious and I hit the mother of all potholes somewhere near Makuti.  I heard a strange 

noise in the engine and thought I’d check it a few km along the road… just then I saw a huge dog 

so I slowed down, and wonder of wonders, a hyena!  So being the brave type I am, I continued 

and willed the noise under the bonnet to ease.  I soon reached the Clouds’ End Hotel at Makuti – 

thirteen hours and 1 400km after leaving.  

Up at six and after an early breakfast I set off under an enormous cumulonimbus cloud over Lake 

Kariba.  From this point on I was in virgin territory for me.  Over the escarpment and I could see 

almost 60km across the Chirundu Flats to the far side of the Zambezi.  The wildlife had to be seen 

to be believed, fantastic baobabs, mopane forest and of course elephant landmines everywhere.  

The border was uneventful until I got to Zambia, where my love affair with this country started.  No 

problem to anything, everyone helpful and no hassle.  Change money with the black marketeers 

and then you buy a TIP (Temporary Import Permit) and 3rd party insurance for the car.  Back in 

the car, past the ‘Welcome to Zambia’ sign and the first roadblock.  Of many…  

 ‘Where are you going sah?’  ‘Hillwood Farm, Mr. P. Fisher’s farm.’  ‘Oh Mr. Fisher.  You may go 

sir’.  That was my first introduction to the esteem in which the Fisher family is held in Zambia.  

 From this moment the entire population empties their kraals and decides to walk or cycle on the 

road.  The mass of humanity just walking or standing on the highway is amazing.  After negotiating 

more roadblocks and a truck jack-knifed on a mountain pass, and of course the potholes, Lusaka 

arose from the plain, an immense modern city in the middle of Africa.  On towards Kitwe, more 

roadblocks (all they want to see is your driver’s license and TIP) and of course potholes.  Between 

Ndola and Kitwe there is a modern double highway in the middle of the bush, and it is truly a great 

road.  But Kitwe brings you down to earth again because the last time anyone fixed its roads, it 

was in pre-independence days.  I tried to follow Johan’s detailed directions to Albert’s Guest 

House.  In Riverside, down Almalik Street and the house with black gates.  Trouble was, no road 

signs and every street had 8 or 9 black gates!  Eventually by calling back to SA I contacted the 

guest house only to be told Johan’s only coming tomorrow.  I explained I was a day early and 

where the heck was I going to stay?  After realising I wasn’t an assassin sent up by his erstwhile 

girlfriend back South, Albert gave me the correct directions.  So easy with those!  

The next day, up as the sun rose, to Ndola Airport to collect Johan.  On the way there I saw a sign 

to the Dag Hammarskjold Memorial, so I decided to visit it.  The road was about 7km long and as I 

slowly drove along I saw Danaus chrysippus everywhere, until I stopped and realised everyone 

was Pseudacraea poggei.  So out with the net!  Next an Azanus isis hurtled past and was duly 

netted.  Eventually I got to the memorial in whose grounds are vast flowerbeds, and I had to pay 

ZK500 to get in.  After collecting for some time I went on a guided tour of the museum conducted 

by a ‘tape recorder’ guide and his repertoire.  We had a long chat and he told me what a great 

man Kenneth Kaunda was.  I told him only an idiot could have dropped Zambia in the mess it was 

in.  Not very good brownie points for that one.  Even so, I had to get to the airport and hadn’t a 

clue where it was, so he offered to show me the way.  I took him to town and if I hadn’t, I think I 

would still be hunting for the airport. The Boeing 727 landed as I arrived, and disgorged its human 

cargo.  After half an hour waiting in the humid heat, Johan joined me.  And this is when the car 



troubles began.  Almost 2 000km from the nearest reliable garage my universal joints began to 

complain.  Being the great optimist I said let’s go further north and remember, nothing bad ever 

happens to Sunday’s child.  Off we went.  

Johan had been there before so we went to the areas he had been to and did some collecting.  

Quite a lot of primary experiences but Johan said it was nowhere as profitable as it had been, 

probably due to the charcoal collecting in the area.  One of the highlights of the day was my first 

Crenidomimas concordia, and finding out how alert and wary they are.  I saw a number but every 

time my net was anywhere near one it was gone!  Basically the only way to go is by trapping, or 

from underneath the leaf if you’re given the chance. Another nice surprise was finding how 

common Charaxes penricei is there. Pentila pauli elisabethae abounded and a number of Colotis 

subfasciatus ducissa were caught as well.  

Back to Kitwe and then off to a Pakistani restaurant for supper.  Being the ever-learning (and 

suffering) travellers we are, we drank Mosi beers and asked our host, a charming Pakistani lady, 

to order for us. Our meal arrived and man was it a feast.  We gorged ourselves on all these 

culinary delights until our shirt buttons were popping and then they brought in the main course!  

We couldn’t read the menu and never had a clue what had been ordered so… gentlemen that we 

are we continued eating.  I don’t think I have ever been that bloated in my life and believe me I can 

eat!  Anyway that killed off our drinking habits and off we waddled to the car causing the shocks to 

register grave concern for the potholes ahead.  

The next day we rolled out of bed, skipped breakfast and discussed options.  With the car making 

alarming noises every time we drove, it tended to curtail our exuberance for motoring everywhere.  

At the back of Albert’s house I noticed the quaint way the electrical supply is distributed.  The low 

tension wires are only about 3m above the ground and supported by pieces of wood between the 

three phases to stop them hitting each other when the wind blows.  I’m sure the hospital there has 

the highest electrical casualty rate in the entire central African region.  Anyway, I digress, and off 

we decided to go to the thriving fleshpots of Chingola. About 10km from there and just before the 

roadblock is the entrance to the Oosthuizens’ farm. In we popped and asked permission to collect.  

Tea and cookies later we tackled the daunting task of ridding Zambia of insects.  Immediately 

swarms of wet season Acraea atolmis, A.atergatis and a few A .chaeribula flew up with a couple of 

Charaxes protoclea catenaria to whet our appetites. I noticed this small Eurema flying slowly and 

close to some dead twigs and decided to catch and identify it. Eurema my foot.  It turned out to be 

Liptena homeyri and as I took the first, plenty more turned up.  But there weren’t any of the 

Euphaedra zaddachi crawshayi around, contrary to everything I had been told about it. So Johan 

said ‘let’s go to the other side’. Typical lucky swine that he is he caught about four in the first hour 

as well as a male Euriphene iris. I vanished towards some savanna country and caught a few 

more C. concordia and some very beautiful Hypolycaena hatitia and something that looked like 

Hypolycaena buxtoni but is probably H. spartus. Thoroughly hacked off because the Doctor kept 

gloating about these gorgeous E. zaddachi I noticed a diurnal agaristid moth (False Tiger Moth) 

fluttering around just ahead in the undergrowth. I went to investigate and lo and behold… a female 

E. zaddachi.  

Walking down to a small stream where there was some riverine forest I noticed this peculiar 

nymphalid flying just above the ground with unfamiliar behaviour. Catuna crithea it was and highly 

camouflaged especially when it landed in the shade.  Suddenly a red object dive-bombed me and 

with pure reflexes I caught a male E. zaddachi.  They perch about 2m above the ground, on 

leaves, and are very aggressive towards other flying creatures.  Back in the forest I found some 

more on rotten figs, so in the end it wasn’t too bad!  

The Pseudacraea lucretia flying here is ssp. protracta, and at Kitwe ssp. expansa, so there seems 

to be a cline here.  



Back to the farmhouse and there was a fig tree in fruit and myriads of Bicyclus cottrelli, B. 

cooksoni and B. angulosus, as well as a few Euphaedra were feasting – so ended a fairly good 

day.  We noticed a lot of locals chopping wood for charcoal so we told the farmer and went back to 

Kitwe.  

That night we went to a Greek restaurant and asked for the menu, then asked for translations!  We 

had amazing kebabs washed down with copious amounts of amber beverage.  Planning the next 

day to depart to the mythical regions of Mwinilunga we asked how was the road.  BAD was the 

answer so ever the witty guy I asked if surely it couldn’t be as bad as Kitwe’s main road.  The 

answer was that Kitwe’s main road is good and the first 60km from Chingola to Solwezi was BAD.  

On the morning of 5th April we took our time knowing there was only 600km to the Fishers’ farm 

and we had plenty of daylight ahead.  Our first shock was there was no petrol in Kitwe but luckily 

some local told us of a small garage in the industrial area with petrol.  Off we zoomed and luckily 

he spoke the truth.  As we were filling up, scores of taxis and cars arrived and it seemed that this 

was indeed the last petrol in town.  I must add that my car radio had just refused to talk to me 

anymore and so no music was played on the trip.  Off we scooted to Chingola, passed numerous 

roadblocks and happily stopped on the other side of town with the police telling us we were on the 

wrong road with the next stop the Democratic Republic of Congo.  Back we went and onto the 

right road (no signpost) and off for a little adventure.  

The road was appalling and it took us two hours to do the first 40km; if Johan hadn’t been there I 

would have turned around and gone back to Kitwe.  We had thought of visiting the chimpanzee 

orphanage but because of the road conditions we pressed on.  I have never seen so many 

potholes across and in front of a decrepit tarmac road.  Some were over 50cm deep, 2-3m wide 

and there were hundreds.  My lasting memory is of a black guy with shiny metallic silver pants 

hurtling past us on his bicycle and as we got to the rise ahead he was at least a kilometre ahead of 

us.  After about 60km the road did get better – but not much – and every now and again some 

entrepreneur would have covered up the potholes in front of his hut:  and then try to extort money 

by putting trees across the road to stop us, and ask us to pay for the repairs.  Fat chance!  

Suddenly Solwezi loomed on the hilltop.  The Michelin map has the distance from Chingola wrong 

by at least 100km.  There is an interesting swamp down the hill towards Congo, I’m sure it could 

be good but no petrol in Solwezi, so on to Mwinilunga.  

Just outside the market that is Solwezi, I hit a metallic blue fly with my windscreen.  My first 

Junonia touhilimasa, but stopping with almost a ton of equipment in a trailer at almost 120km/hr 

took me so far on that I never found the butterfly.  We proceeded on our way with dark thoughts.  

The land was pretty badly chopped up so when we saw a bit of bush we stopped to collect.  This is 

when I made my acquaintance with the famous and feared SAFARI ANT.  I stood on a small 

molehill and scuffed away the soil – and suddenly my legs were covered with dark reddish-brown 

ants carrying immensely large pincers.  They seem to bite in a pattern and with me hopping and 

jumping about it was extremely painful and bloody too.  

Back to the car and off again.  Yet another roadblock and this time the policeman wanted a small 

bribe as S. Africans are very nice people and always give him something.  This time he met the 

other side of South Africa and got absolutely zero.  This was at the turnoff to Zambesia and 

Mwinilunga.  After here, the bush became truly magnificent and lush, and also, no people.  No 

potholes either, so we raced off noticing it was almost 14h00 and it gets dark very quickly here.  

 We stopped at a river and watched the water going under a bridge, and swopped yarns with a 

local who had befriended us.  Off again, and found as we entered Mwinilunga there is another 

bridge, and on this bridge there is a pothole. The first pothole in two hours – and man, did I hit it 

hard.  Straight after the pothole – another roadblock and my temper was stirring.  This wasn’t very 

clever and attracted the attention of a local plain clothes CID lad who demanded to see our ID’s.  



Naturally I demanded to see his, and he complied.  We started apologising and being servile, and 

he ordered us to go to the immigration station up the road and sign in.  No way were we going to 

waste time doing that!  We found every garage had petrol – quite a contrast to Kitwe and Solwezi.  

Another local tried to sell us diamonds, and smelling a sting we declined.  

It was almost 17h00 and even though we thought we had only had about 25km to go it was on a 

dirt road so with a bit of trepidation we went on the Angolan highway.  At first we thought we were 

on the wrong road – too small to be a highway – but again we stopped for directions and; of 

course, it was the right road!  But… after 29km… still no farm.  And it was starting to get dark – 

ahead in the gloom we saw an old fellow on his old bicycle and we stopped to chat.  ‘Bwana how 

are you?’  ‘I am fine’ etc, etc.  I told him where we were going and asked how far we had to drive.  

The answer was not very reassuring.  ‘Bwana, it is far.  Very far.  You have now come 19km and 

there are still 60km to go.  It is far.’  Now, I grew up in Africa, and know how time and distance is 

relative to the locals – so I knew we were in deep doggy do.  Thanking him, we set off.  10km 

further on the villages had all vanished on the right.  What we didn’t know then was that the road 

was the border with Zaïre and so, no villages to the right.  We then saw two young boys walking, 

so dutifully we stopped, and they ran!  Whilst we were standing perplexed, watching their pink 

footsoles disappear into the gloom, a Land Cruiser with two white faces in the front appeared from 

the Ikelenge direction.  Pleased, I stopped and asked them how far it was to the Fishers’ farm.  

Two extremely blank Korean faces stared at me so I repeated myself.  ‘Farm’ is all they could say, 

repeated about four times.  ‘Excuse me Bwana, but these gentlemen cannot speak English’ 

emanated a voice from the back of the truck.  Stifling a laugh I asked the voice how far it was.  He 

didn’t know ‘because he didn’t live there’.  In hindsight I think they were diamond buyers or gun-

runners – they were all strangers to the area.  

A couple of hours and many potholes later we eventually arrived at the farmhouse – at almost 

21h00.  I was dead tired after 13 hours of horrendous roads and quite a bit of anxiety.  Lynn Fisher 

wanted us to go and pitch camp straight away but she saw the state we were in and took pity on 

us – and gave us a spare room for the night.  Mosquitoes or no mosquitoes, I slept like a log!  

After a marathon drive up from Zimbabwe, we were looking forward to some sunshine and 

legendary butterflies at the Fishers’ farm.  But we woke up to an overcast day, so Lynn Fisher took 

us to Sakeji School where we met Ian Low, who co-authored ‘Butterflies of Zambia’ with Elliot 

Pinhey back in 1977.  A very nice chap he was indeed.  Lynn then took us into the Game Reserve 

and off we walked across endless marshland to a Brachystegia forest on the horizon. The weather 

had got a little better by the time we reached the trees so Johan Greyling (my companion on this 

safari) and I split up; he went west and I north.  Almost immediately I disturbed a ‘pod’ of Bicyclus 

sebetus and off they went with that distinctive bouncing flight of theirs.  I thought it was scarce, but 

everywhere we went they could be found.  Primary experiences were happening every minute but 

nothing prepared me for a ripe fig tree in the middle of the forest.  

I recall seeing Simon Joubert and Walter Kaspers throwing their names away at Pungwe Bridge in 

eastern Zimbabwe and I’m sure I reacted the same way here.  Purples, reds, yellows, oranges 

with magenta thrown in for good measure, burst out in front of me.  Uttering expletives I started 

collecting as many as I could, as quickly as I could!  In the next few minutes I netted Bebearia 

plistonax, B. aurora, Euphaedra zaddachi, E. harpalyce serena, Euriphene sapphirina, E. iris, and 

myriads of brown satyrids.  Johan enjoyed describing to me later the expression on my face.  

Soon afterwards I discovered how ‘hilltopping’ works in the forests.  There are countless anthills 

around but one or two really stand out.  They tend to have a shallow incline at first, then a rapid, 

steep ascent.  If there is a miniclearing around the base, the setting is perfect.  All the male 

Bebearia and Euphaedra tend to hilltop at these places; the congregation is quite amazing at 

times.  Strange little Neptis and the occasional Pseudargynnis hegemone were collected at these 



spots.  Funnily enough the pretty little Acraea rogersi dollmani likes these places in the shade; it 

has this delightful little skipping motion.  

So much happened that first day that it went too quickly; in no time it was time for supper and a 

bath.  The Fishers had organised us a camp site by the stream so off we went to replenish our 

water supply by the stream.  Also provided was a place to shower with discreet grass walls for 

privacy.  We decided rather to bathe in the stream and what a pleasure it was to cool off in that 

babbling little brook.  We then went back to the camp site really refreshed and cracked open a 

South African Castle Lager with our supper.  Eventually, after solving all the world’s problems and 

killing all the wildflowers with Castle effluent, we stumbled into the tent.  In northwest Zambia it 

rains every night and it didn’t fail once.  

The next two or three days generally stayed the same with an enormous amount of collecting 

done.  Then we met two extremely bright missionaries.  Esther Townsend, and Helen who recently 

set out from Scotland.  Esther had been here since 1977 so she knew everywhere.  They invited 

us to supper that night and we accepted.  Now I must add here that we took everything with us 

from toilet paper to milk so we wouldn’t have a problem with supplies.  But the reality of the 

situation was that we were getting a tad tired of two minute noodles and meatballs!  

Once we arrived we had some cake and then some delicious chicken.  Esther told us a lot of the 

bush places to visit and photocopied maps for us to go by.  Then she dropped a bombshell on us.  

‘Why don’t we go to Zambezi Rapids?’  We had already asked Lynn Fisher and she’d told us it 

was a lot of water going over some big rocks, so we hadn’t given it a second thought.   

Now we were told by another source that it was amazing.  Much more planning and then we were 

told to take the Kalane Hill Mission road rather than the main Angola road, as the mission road 

was better.  

The next day we went to the immigration chappies at Ikelenge village to report that we were in the 

area and that we intended to go to Zambezi Rapids.  They told us it was impossible to go in my 

small Nissan and then I told them I’d come up from South Africa in it!  Much laughter and disbelief 

was evident until they saw the number plates.  After that they said I would probably get there but 

not to go to Jimbe Bridge as the Angolan War was still quite heavy there.  

It’s probably only 35km from the farm but of course many potholes and diversions are the name of 

the game in Central Africa.  Kalene Hill was very interesting but nothing prepared us for the 

RAPIDS.  Coming down a granite slope we saw the Zambezi flowing over another granite slope on 

the other side. Easily 150m wide with islands in between, it must be about 300m long.  It was the 

sheer magnitude of the water that was so awesome.  

The area must have been covered in dense bush in the past.  It’s been badly deforested but there 

was still plenty of natural forest at the water’s edge.  I watched a number of green Charaxes 

eupale beetling up and down the stream beds, then I saw a large female Acraea floating around.  

After a bit of manoeuvring I captured it and found it to actually be a Pseudacraea eurytis eurytis.  I 

didn’t expect to see it there and even better, there were a number of Euphaedra herberti katangae 

around.  I also collected a female in the act of ovipositing and I regret not observing the plant; I 

have since found out that the early stages are unrecorded.  

I really wanted to get to the other side where it looked much greener.  At first I walked along the 

river until I came to two tree trunks joined together, over a very still and deep pool forming a sort of 

natural bridge to an island.  Always the optimist I started crossing over the croc country and 

reached the middle.  The two trunks had been nailed together and just as I started to clamber onto 

the second one, an ominous cracking sound occurred and off it went downriver.  I hastily 

backtracked to the original trunk and gingerly retraced my footsteps.  Some fishermen must have 

received an unpleasant surprise later on!  



Walking along the rapids’ edge I spied a lone fisherman so off I went to speak (or hand sign – the 

noise is awesome) with him.  After conversing in English to him and him replying in Portuguese I 

reverted to hand signs! According to him there was a bridge further up the river, so off I went.  

After a few minutes I realised the water wasn’t that deep so I tried to get to get across by wading.  

I went slowly at first and the further I went the better I felt.  At the first island the water was just 

over my knees but the butterfly net pole helped me keep balance.  It was quite a big island but I 

soon got across it and started wading to the other bank.  The water here was deeper and faster 

flowing and at times I thought of quitting but suddenly it was over and I was through.  

The feeling I had as I stood there was absolute euphorbia (sic; note:  from Steve Woodhall as 

typist – Lundy meant ‘euphoria’ but this was TOO good a malapropism to leave out.  ‘Absolute 

Euphorbia’ deserves to go down as another of those immortal lepidopterist catchphrases!) I felt 

like a silverback male about to pound his chest with his fists!  I cannot adequately describe it but 

the fact that I crossed the Zambezi on foot was amazing.  

Almost immediately I was welcomed to the other side by the same fisherman.  He’d also waded 

across and was somewhat nonplussed by my emotions; he was quite blasé.  He’d caught a few 

fish that he showed me before going on his merry little way.  At the forest I caught Cymothoe 

sangaris and the huge Papilio hesperus.  Suddenly I saw a dark shape flying rather like a 

Melanitis; suddenly realising what it was I captured my first Junonia cymodoce.  At the bottom of 

the rapids where the spray was heavy I found the little ‘fairy’ whites, Pseudopontia paradoxa, 

Leptosia nupta and L. wigginsi flying in numbers.  A number of Cymothoe caenis were flying 

around too.  

After all this excitement I decided to go back to Johan; we met on the Zambian side for a swim in 

the rapids and took photos to prove we’d been there.  To me this was the absolute high point of 

the trip and I felt that from now on everything would pale in comparison to the Rapids.  And from 

this point the car started acting up; the noises from the differential and universal joints had to be 

heard to be believed.  We drove gingerly back to the campsite and cancelled our plan to visit the 

Zambezi Source.  That night we celebrated with Gin and much merriment ensued.  

Gin unfortunately tends to be a ‘downer’ so the next morning saw us wake with the most incredible 

depression imaginable.  I felt like bursting into tears at any time and we had to do something or we 

would probably have committed suicide right there!  We decided to visit Sakeji School just down 

the road, which turned out to be a brilliant decision.  At the school there is a wonderful riverine 

forest and as we got there almost immediately Euphaedra started flying.  I found a good spot by 

the stream near a camping site; at one stage I was watching a female E. nigrobasalis and a male 

E. herberti katanga on the other side of the stream.  I proceeded to wade across and gave all my 

attention to the stalk, which requires great concentration to catch a Euphaedra.  I cannot 

adequately describe the pain I felt when I discovered, or should I say I was discovered by, an 

entire colony of safari ants out hunting.  Butterflies forgotten, I dived into the stream to remove the 

ants, abandoning my net whilst doing so.  After what seemed an eternity, I got rid of them all.  

Slowly I retraced my footsteps and as if the butterfly knew I had no net, she circled me very closely 

before meandering off into the forest depths.  I retrieved my net and killed more ants still biting it 

whilst I went to tell Johan about this insect ambush.  At this point I must add thet he had seemingly 

sprained his ankle the previous day so he was not the most mobile of collectors.  When I found 

him, whilst I started to recount my experience he started dancing around and stripping off his 

clothes in front of me.  He’d disturbed another ant colony and they went up both his trouser legs.  

Ouch.  I couldn’t believe it!  Both of us nailed within five minutes by two different safari ant 

columns.  

 Around this area of the forest was a clearing with guava trees in fruit and many forest nymphalids 

were feasting on the windfalls.  It was amazing to see the wealth of butterfly life – Euphaedra 



cooksoni, E. nigrobasalis, E. zaddachi, E. herberti katanga, Bebearia katera, B. plistonax, B. 

aurora, Euptera pluto, E. elebontas and E. hirundo were all netted.  Near a stream I saw a number 

of yellow hesperiids flying around some low shrubs.  They were Ceratricia flava semlikensis and to 

me this was an astounding colour for a skipper!  

Back down at the stream I saw a flash of iridescent blue hurtling around some small trees.  I 

couldn’t get it to land – it seemed to have boundless energy.  Then it landed and I netted it 

immediately, realising it was my first ever Epitola male.  Jubilation!  A bit further on into the forest I 

disturbed a few Acraea poggei; the huge female with the white hind wing and orange forewing is 

awesome in flight.  A number of Euriphene were attracting my attention when I saw a blur of red 

beetling around the trees about 2m up.  I had never seen any other butterfly moving like this.  

When it landed I knew I had to capture it immediately or there wouldn’t be a second chance; I 

instantly netted it.  An immaculate Pseudacraea dolomena male.  Its flight pattern was quite unlike 

any other Pseudacraea I’ve ever seen.  

A very good day was had by all and off we went to celebrate our catches and down a few lagers 

(no more gin) and bathe.  After this, eating and general talking rubbish we kept noticing a 

nocturnal hesperiid with diagonal hind wing stripe being attracted to the blue beer can holders.  It 

would fly rapidly down, investigate and just as suddenly, disappear.  Sadly, beer doesn’t help co-

ordination and as he returned I swung the net, caught him and a moment later the wall of the lean-

to.  Two seconds later he was gone.  One day we’ll know what we missed…  

The next day I went back to the school – alone as Johan’s foot was swollen so he stayed at the 

campsite reading a book about the Fisher Family and their life in Africa.  When I got there it was 

still very good but nothing compared to that first day.  I discovered that if you collect in a certain 

spot and collect all the males, it takes a couple of days for new ones to emerge and form 

territories.  I still had a good batch of Bebearia plistonax to hand and I found that these are highly 

territorial and pugnacious too!  

After a while I got lonely and soon after midday I returned to the campsite.  We decided to leave 

the next day for Kitwe as Johan had to catch his plane back from Ndola to Joburg.  Whilst we were 

making plans, Ivan Bampton turned up and we had a long chat with him.  It seemed such a pity 

that we were leaving just as he got there – he has such a wealth of experience at Ikelenge, plus 

he’s such a brilliant guy to talk to. Colin Congdon was also there but he’d gone off to start up their 

campsite.  

After Ivan had left we went to settle our accounts at the house, and I went to collect my traps that I 

had left around the place.  I always had to move a tree branch aside by a forest path and as I 

moved one I realised it was soft. Split seconds later I was lying on the ground and I looked up to 

see a Vine Snake (Longicoilus scarii) in typical pose draped across a branch.  I threw small twigs 

at him until he moved, and once he left I left!  On the way back I waited about five minutes until I 

located him and saw that it was safe to proceed.  

Paul Fisher had noticed our shoestring budget operation so he only charged us US$80 for the 

entire week, which was pretty good of him.  We said our adieus to Esther and Helen and gave 

them, for the orphanage, all the spare food we had left. We watched their fox terrier chomp up all 

the geckos in the lounge, ate their cake and then left in a blinding thunderstorm.  

Next morning we broke camp and started off back to Kitwe and eventually SA. Going back in 

daylight, the road was nowhere near as bad as I remembered; even though it did have potholes it 

wasn’t too taxing.  About 22km from Ikelenge we stopped at some obscure little forest on the 

border, drove onto the left side and sang ‘In Zaïre’ (well that’s what it was called then!).  In this 

little forest I caught a female Bebearia aurora and it was only now that I was able to tell what 

species all the males I’d been catching were – they are all very similar, but the females are 

distinctive.  



In Mwinilunga there was still petrol so we filled up and went on.  The car was making very 

alarming noises underneath so every time we came to a roadblock we had to start with our hearts 

in our mouths until we got up to speed with a higher gear ratio.  Eventually after a lot of near 

misses (potholes and head on’s) we slowly limped into Kitwe very, very drained and fortunately 

Albert was not long in getting home.  So we relaxed at last.  It was a very nondescript evening; we 

were both so tired out from the long trip. We awoke the next morning and drove slowly to Ndola 

where there was… no petrol.  Fortunately I still had 40l in the trailer so we siphoned it in and went 

for a pub lunch at Ndola Airport.  Dead horse or donkey meat mixed with soya seemed to be the 

menu and Johan couldn’t stomach it – he passed his food to me.  It was pretty gross but I have an 

iron constitution and stomach and it stayed down – AND I didn’t get sick!  After about four beers 

Johan tried to convince me to stay but I still had to get to Chisamba to sleep; I had to leave.  I felt 

warm and tired as I set off on the endless road and police roadblocks.  

At four o’clock the next morning I got up and left for the border with all the warnings in my ears 

about the new situation in Zimbabwe – I should go to Livingstone and down through Botswana.  All 

good advice but I was tired and one more day on the road just didn’t do it for me.  Filled up in 

Lusaka and through to Chirundu Bridge.  The amazing sight of the Zambezi in a narrow gorge 

greeted me to Zimbabwe.  I got through the border with not much hassle.  I can honestly say I 

can’t remember much about the trip through Zimbabwe until I got to Beit Bridge at six o’clock that 

evening.  The policeman at Musina asked where I’d come from and I told him 200km inside 

Zambia!  He replied: ‘Sir, drive straight to that motel and book in, you are too tired to drive’.  After 

agreeing with him I drove to the motel and went straight past it to Polokwane where I arrived just 

after nine o’clock.  I’d just drank four tins of Red Bull and could probably have driven through the 

night but I don’t think that would have been wise…  

Johan was at work and I found out his flight had been delayed for almost fourteen hours due to 

mechanical problems – it was probably best that I’d resisted his blandishments to stay drinking 

with him until his flight was called!  The next day I left and drove into Welkom at about two o’clock 

in the afternoon.  Strangely enough my radio had started playing again in South Africa, so I could 

at last play all my music.  As luck would have it I went to the garage the next day and as I drove 

onto the forecourt – the universal joints snapped.  How was that for timing!?  

All in all it was an extremely good trip, terribly far for only three weeks but a wealth of experience 

was gained and many new species for both of us.  Highlights of the trip would be:  Crossing the 

Zambezi Rapids on foot.  The lunar landscape that pretended to be a road from Chingola to 

Solwezi.  Johan, who’s a medical doctor, getting instructions on how to strap up a leg from a 

missionary sister.  The sheer richness of a fig tree in fruit producing unbelievable amounts of 

nymphalids.  The enormous numbers of humanity on the roads from Chirundu Bridge all the way 

to Solwezi.  So ended our ‘Rumble in the Jungle’, or as I prefer to refer to Zambia – ‘Land of many 

ants’!  

Next time I’ll allow one week for travelling and three for collecting.  

Martin Lunderstedt  
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CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

 
LepiMAP (Fanie Rautenbach)  
 
Refer to Fanie Rautenbach’s article regarding the increased distribution of the Acara Acraea 

(Acraea acara) under LATEST NEWS. 

 

SALCA (Silvia Kirkman) 

The SALCA project is almost complete: Silvia and Dave still have to finalize the report and publish 
the results. 

 
 
Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
To date, 94 genera, 250 taxa, and 410 specimens have been contributed towards the BED project. 
There is quite a lot of additional material that still requires processing.  
 
A key aim of the BED project is to obtain representatives of all genera found in South Africa: 
please refer to this list of “missing” genera below and try and focus on these. It is hoped to have a 
working genus-level phylogeny for SA butterflies by mid-2018. 
 

Abantis; Acada; Acleros; Afrodryas; Alenia; Andronymus; Aphnaeus; Argyraspodes; 
Artitropa; Aslauga; Astictopterus; Baliochila; Brephidium; Caprona; Chloroselas; 
Cnodontes; Coenyra; Coenyropsis; Colias; Cupidopsis; Cyrestis; Deloneura; Dingana; 
Durbaniella; Durbaniopsis; Eagris; Erikssonia; Euphaedra; Euryphura; Fresna; Gnophodes; 
Harpendyreus; Hemiolaus; Iolaus; Lachnocnema; Lycaena; Melampias; Melanitis; Moltena; 
Myrina; Neita; Ornipholidotos; Parnara; Paternympha; Phasis; Physcaeneura; Pieris; 
Platylesches; Pontia; Protogoniomorpha; Pseudonacaduba; Pyrrhiades; Stugeta; 
Teriomima; Tirumala; Torynesis; Trimenia; Tsitana; Tylopaedia; Uranothauma; Zenonia; 
Zophopetes 
 

 

Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 
 
The BED project is going to have an important role to play in the Aloeides Project. 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/


Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

I have received a few new records in March and April, but haven’t had a chance to process them 
yet; the current status of the project is as outlined below: 

 

The project is an attempt to create a high-resolution 
phylogeny of the Aloeides genus. While the initial 
program is two years (in parallel with Jonathan 
Colville’s “Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity” (BED) 
project), it is anticipated that the initiative will continue 
indefinitely.  

A database has been set up which generates 
specimen labels and A4 Data Sheets (one per record). 
The photographs are approximately to scale – twice 
wingspan / four times wing area. 
 
Once the information is available, C01 Barcodes will 
be added to the database, along with a link to any 
other DNA information that is obtained.  
 
To date, I’ve only processed about 120 records – there 
are at least another 50 in the queue!  
We probably need to compile at least 500 records 
(including representatives of most currently described 
taxa), before we can construct a reasonable phylogeny 
of the Aloeides.  

Google Earth image, indicating localities where samples have been obtained to date 

Jeremy Dobson 

Alan Gardiner 

Peter Ward 

Mark Williams 

Andrew Mayer 

Graham Henning 

Etienne Terblanche 

Hayden Warren-Gash 

Steve Woodhall 

Reinier Terblanche 

Peter Webb 

Chris Dobson 

Example of a Data Sheet 



Once this is in place, coupled with the Data Sheets, we will be in a 
uniquely strong position to review the genus! 
 
Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com or +27 82 783 8213 if you 
have any queries, or wish to participate. Kits of preservative, vials and 
plastic envelopes are available to anyone wishing to contribute. 
 
 

 
Aloeides Gallery (2017-2018 Season) 
 
 

 

 

Aloeides molomo molomo 
(Irene, Gauteng) 

Peter Webb 
 

 

Aloeides taikosama 
(Mabula, Limpopo) 

Jeremy Dobson 
 

 

Aloeides titei 
(Wakkerstroom, Mpumalanga) 

Justin Bode 
 

 

Aloeides damarensis damarensis 
(Loxton, Northern Cape) 

Jeremy Dobson 
 

 

Aloeides aranda 
(Umtamvuna, KZN) 

Jeremy Dobson 
 

 

Aloeides rossouwi 
(Dindela, Limpopo) 

Jeremy Dobson 
 

 

Typical specimen label 

Aloeides susanae 
(Karkloof, KZN) 
Simon Joubert 

 

 

Aloeides oreas 
(Karkloof, KZN) 
Steve Woodhall 

 

 

Aloeides dryas 
(Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga) 

Jeremy Dobson 
 

 

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com


Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
To date, caterpillars of 1624 species have been reared by the CRG; this includes 520 new life 
histories  
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc website for details (http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) 
or visit the Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/).  
 
 

Karroo BioGaps (Dave Edge) 
 
The latest progress report from Dave Edge is reproduced below:  

 
1. Introduction 
 

The Karoo BioGaps project was launched in March 2016, and was described in a “background 
information document” issued by the SANBI project team. 
 
1.1 General 
 

LepSoc Africa (LSA) was engaged to carry out the butterfly surveys for the project. 
David Edge is LSA’s Project Manager for this project. 

 
1.2 Study region 
 

The study region for the Karoo BioGaps project is the shale gas exploration area in 
the Karoo Basin, South Africa, and falls partly within the Western, Northern and 
Eastern Cape provinces. 

 
1.3 Study sites and surveyors 
 

SANBI consultants have designed the sampling plan for the project (leading to 
selection of the survey sites), which have been allocated to LSA’s surveyors. For the 
first season the focus was on the "compulsory" sites but "optional" sites were done 
when the opportunity arose. The general principle was to allocate clusters of two or 
more sites fairly close together per surveyor, so that they can be surveyed during 
extended trips, and save on travelling costs. 

 
1.4 Field protocols 
 

SANBI issued, and the LSA team followed a "Compendium of fieldwork instructions", 
laying down disciplined and orderly codes of conduct for interacting with the 
landowners and carrying out the fieldwork. The surveying, sampling and recording 
processes for butterflies were as per Appendix 1, and the data template used to record 
survey data is Appendix 2. 

 
1.5 Permits 
 

Provincial collecting permits were obtained by the LSA provincial leaders for the 
Northern Cape, Eastern Cape and Western Cape provinces. 

 
  

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/


1.6 Project schedule 
 

Project commencement       March 2016 
Milestone 1 (Contract signed)      19 May 2016 
Milestone 2 (Progress report, submit records)    10 Jan 2017 
Milestone 3 (Progress report, 500 records, 240 DNA samples) 31 Mar 2018 
Milestone 4 (10 Red List assessments, 20 species pages,  
scientific article)        31 Dec 2018 

 
1.7 Project deliverables 
 

Survey at least 30 sites and submit records to SANBI in the prescribed format 
Provide at least 500 species records (excluding duplicates at the same site) 
Provide 240 DNA samples 
Conduct 10 Red List assessments 
Complete 20 species pages 
Produce 1 peer reviewed scientific article 

 
1.8 Data quality control 
 

All data submitted by surveyors will be verified by the Project Manager, and if there 
were any anomalies the base evidence was examined. 

 
1.10 Contract 
 

A collaboration agreement (Q5260-2016) has been signed between SANBI and the 
BBT, in partnership with LSA, for the butterfly work relating to the Karoo BioGaps 
Project  

 
2. Progress report 
 

 2.1 Fieldwork undertaken (project to date) 
    

83 site visits have been made to 46 separate sites; 601 species records have been 
obtained and 262 DNA samples collected (Appendix 3). All of the compulsory sites 
have been visited at least once. 

    
2.2 Identification and storage of field-collected specimens 
  

All specimens have been identified. 105 taxa were recorded (Appendix 4). This is 
slightly more than 50% of the taxa recorded in the entire Karoo (209 taxa), but most 
of the rarer endemics were not recorded.  

    
  2.3 Datasheets of records collected in the field 
 
   These have been uploaded to the project DropBox.    
    

2.4 DNA samples 
 

135 DNA samples with images were submitted to the University of Johannesburg (UJ) 
on 26 October 2017. The balance of 127 DNA samples is being processed, and 
images are being produced. We should be able to forward everything to UJ before the 
end of April. 

 
  



 2.6 Species pages 
  

From Appendix 4 it is proposed that we do species pages for the 20 “Habitat 
Specialists” (column H/S). 

 
 2.7 Red List Assessments 
 

From Appendix 4 it is proposed that we do Red List assessments for the 2 threatened 
taxa and the 8 endemic taxa. 
 

 2.8 Scientific publication 
    
   Title: Karoo BioGaps butterfly surveys 

Abstract: The Karoo BioGaps project was launched in March 2016. Fieldwork was 
conducted from April 2016 to March 2018, and butterfly surveyors made 83 visits to 
46 sites, which were selected statistically to represent the types of habitats found in 
the Karoo. 600 species records were made of 105 different species and 262 DNA 
samples were collected. The data has been analysed to describe trends in butterfly 
occurrence across the Karoo during the spring, summer and autumn months. 
 
Publication is intended before the end of 2018. 

 
2.9 Identification of iSpot and ADU butterfly records from the study area 
 

All records submitted up until the end of March 2018 have been identified by LepSoc 
experts. 

 
2.10 Communications 
  
 2.10.1 Blog posts 

Two blog posts were made during this reporting period by LepSoc Africa 
surveyors on the BioGaps website http://karoobiogapsproject.blogspot.co.za/. 

  
2.10.2 LepSoc internal communication 

The project continues to be kept up to date on the new LepSoc Africa website 
(www.lepsocafrica.org), and this progress report will be uploaded. 

  
3. Comments on results achieved 

 
Karoo BioGaps presented our project team with many challenges, and some of these are 
summarised below. 
  
3.1 Site selection 

 
The main problems were: 

• Site accessibility – sometimes the route to the point site was over difficult roads, 
even necessitating 4x4 vehicles. This could have been avoided by more thorough 
site reconnaissance. 

• A number of the 1x1km sites had one or more game fences across them, which 
could not be climbed, and therefore time was lost in driving round to the other side 
of the game fence. 

• The sites were biased towards predominantly flat areas, a habitat type that does 
not host many butterflies – they prefer particular landscape features such as 
ridges, hilltops, and water courses. 

http://karoobiogapsproject.blogspot.co.za/
http://www.lepsocafrica.org/


• There was generally a lack of habitat heterogeneity at the sites and this reduced 
the number of butterfly species recorded. 

• Some point sites have been changed. Records taken at the old sites have been 
included in the statistics given in section 2.1 above. 

 
3.2 Veld condition 

 
Many sites were severely overgrazed, which drastically reduced the plant and hence 
butterfly diversity. Only the hardier, habitat generalist species can survive such 
conditions, and there was no chance of finding habitat specialist species which would 
be endemic, endangered or rare. 
 

3.3 Rainfall 
 
The rainfall recorded in the central, northern and western Karoo continued to be 
below average and this reduced the number of records obtained. The eastern part of 
the study area received more rainfall, and this resulted in a better yield of records. 
 

3.4 Difficulties with contacting farmers 
 
Difficulties continued – several farmers ignored emails and sms messages and had to 
be contacted by repeated phone calls. 
 

3.5 Surveyors 
 
All surveyors are thanked for their dedication and contributions. Refer to Appendix 3 
for the full list of sites and surveyors. 
 

3.6 Financial matters 
 
No problems – all invoices submitted by LepSoc Africa have been settled. 

  
3.7 Conclusions 

 
Poor site selection (in practical if not in statistical terms) and lack of rainfall reduced 
the yield of butterfly species records at most of the sites. Often we were only able to 
get satisfactory yields of total records by surveying suitable places within the pentad 
after completing the survey of the 1x1 km point sites. This strategy is in compliance 
with LepSoc’s scope of work and surveying protocol. 

 
D. A. Edge Project Manager 12th April 2018 
 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Metamorphosis (Mark Williams and Dave Edge) 
 
Metamorphosis Volume 28 – 2017 has been printed and distribution is in progress.  
 
The price is R125 plus postage – various delivery options are available.  
 
Dave is currently busy with a supplement to Volume 28, which will incorporate 
numerous life histories described by the ABRI group. 



REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

 

Gauteng  
 
Jan Praet visited Albert's Farm in March (he is surveying this location every 2-3 weeks together 
with conservationist Marianne Coetzee).  

They found 9 species: Highveld Grassland - Abundance Index 2 (Poor): 

Danaus chrysippus orientis 
Junonia hierta cebrene 
Junonia orithya madagascariensis 
Papilio demodocus demodocus 
Belenois aurota 
Pontia helice helice 
Actizera lucida 
Azanus ubaldus 
Colias electo electo 

He also visited Kliprivier Nature Reserve recently: 10 species: Highveld Grassland - Abundance 
Index 2 (Poor): 

 
Danaus chrysippus orientis 
Junonia hierta cebrene 
Acraea rahira 
Papilio demodocus demodocus 
Pontia helice helice 
Catopsilia florella 
Azanus moriqua 
Zintha hintza hintza 
Colias electo electo 
Afrogegenes letterstedti 

In his garden: 9 species: Highveld Grassland - Abundance Index 2 (Poor): 

Acraea horta  
Papilio demodocus demodocus 
Papilio nireus lyaeus 
Precis archesia archesia 
Junonia hierta cebrene 
Belenois aurota  
Zizeeria knysna 
Zizulu hylax 
Lampides boeticus 

 
While watering Kalanchoe blossfeldiana plants at home, he found several Anthene livida and an 
unknown geometrid larva! 
 
After almost completely disappearing from Gauteng in recent years, a few African Clouded Yellow 
(Colias electo electo) have been spotted during the latter half of this season. 
 



I went for a hike at Hennops River at the end of April; several butterflies were on the wing, but 

nothing too special. 

31 Species: Highveld Savanna - Abundance Index 3 (Average). 
 

 

 
Mpumalanga 
 
Mark Williams and I visited Loding in early March. 
We recorded 51 species: Highveld Savanna - Abundance Index 5 (Excellent). 
 
Of note were a few Tailed Black-eyes (Leptomyrina hirundo) and a solitary Northern Basuto Skolly  

 

 
Limpopo 
 
Steve Woodhall visited Louis Trichardt and the Venda area in March: 

Belenois creona severina 
Hennops River, Gauteng 

 

 

Tuxentius melaena melaena 
Hennops River, Gauteng 

 

 

Gegenes pumilio gambica 
Hennops River, Gauteng 

 

Leptomyrina hirundo  
Loding, Mpumalanga 

 

Teracolus subfasciatus 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

 

Parosmodes morantii morantii 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

 

Acada biseriata  
Gundani, Limpopo 
(Steve Woodhall) 

 

 
 

Colotis annae annae  
Vivo, Limpopo 

(Steve Woodhall) 

 
 

Dira swanepoeli swanepoeli  
Hanglip, Limpopo 
(Steve Woodhall) 

 



North West 

Steve Woodhall was at Zaakuilsdrift in early April: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KwaZulu-Natal 

Mark Liptrot and Steve Woodhall have forwarded several photos from recent KZN adventures…  

Coenyropsis natalii natalii 
Zaakuilsdrift, North West 

(Steve Woodhall) 
 

 
 

Teracolus agoye agoye 
Zaakuilsdrift, North West 

(Steve Woodhall) 
 
 

 
 

Anthene otacilia otacilia  
Zaakuilsdrift, North West 

(Steve Woodhall) 
 

 
 

Charaxes xiphares penningtoni  
Dlinza, KZN 

(Steve Woodhall) 
 

 
 

Charaxes wakefieldi  
Dlinza, KZN 

(Steve Woodhall) 
 

 
 

Dixeia pigea  
Kranskloof, KZN 
(Steve Woodhall) 

 

 
 

Precis octavia sesamus 
Kranskloof, KZN 
(Steve Woodhall) 

 

 
 

Junonia terea elgiva  
Kranskloof, KZN 

(Mark Liptrot) 
 

 
 

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane  
Mandawe Cross, KZN 

(Mark Liptrot) 
 

 
 

Acraea aglaonice 
Mandawe Cross, KZN 

(Mark Liptrot) 
 

 
 

Cigaritis natalensis 
Kranskloof, KZN 

(Mark Liptrot) 
 

 
 

Deudorix dariaves 
Mandawe Cross, KZN 

(Mark Liptrot) 
 

 
 



OTHER BUTTERFLIES 
 
Gary Lemmer of Remote River Expeditions – our travel agent during the Madagascar Lepidoptera 
Workshop – has submitted some photos; I haven’t attempted to name them... 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFRICA DESK 

 

Uganda (Rogers Muhwezi) 
 
Rogers was involved with a butterfly training day, 
held at Mpanga eco-tourism site on 3/3/2018 with 
students from the Uganda hotel and tourism training 
institute. This was an introduction to butterfly 
identification and GPS recording. 
 
Uganda has over 1250 species of butterflies with 34 
endemics and 314 species recorded from Mpanga 
forest according to recent research (Szabolcs 
Sáfián). 
 
 
  

Rogers’ message “it takes a while to learn some species 
of butterflies, but once you love what you do, then it’s easy 

and you are on your way to being a “butterflyer”. 
 

 



Like birds, butterflies have characteristics which help with identification, even though they don’t 
have sound. 
Butterflies can be identified using their wing patterns (upper side and underside); look out for tails, 
rings, hairs, swords - not forgetting the subapical band in some wings of the butterflies. 
 
Those present were given a brief overview of the characteristics of the following families:  
 
Papilionidae (Swallowtails) 
Swallowtails are among the largest group of butterflies in Mpanga forest. 
Mpanga contains eight species of swallowtails, including Papilio nireus, 
Papilio chrapkowskoides, Papilio dardanus, Papilio phorcas, Papilio 
demodocus, Papilio lormieri and Papilio hesperus.  
You have chances of viewing swallowtails in bright sunshine (some 
males and females have sexual dimorphism - they differ in colour and 
appearance).   
 
Lycaenidae (Gossamer Wings) 
‘’Gossmar wings’’ is derived from the colours of blue-violet sheen found 
in several species’ wings.  
These colours may vary from blue, yellow, brown, to copper, or almost 
any other colour. 
  
Nymphalidae (Brushfooted Butterflies) 
These are large to medium-sized butterflies, occurring in myriad colours and they occur in diverse 
habitats. Some consider this family to be the most beautiful of African species; many are found in 
the forest. They are called ‘’brushfooted’’ butterflies, as the front pair of legs are underdeveloped. 
This family is divided into different subfamilies, and they include Danainae (Tigers, Monarchs or 
Queens), Satyrinae (Browns or Ringlets), Charaxinae, Nymphalinae, Heliconiinae and 
Libytheinae. 
 
Pieridae (Yellows and Whites) 
These are medium-sized to small butterflies. Several Pieridae exhibit strong sexual dimorphism, 
and during the rainy season they are often larger, with heavier pigmentation, while dry season 
individuals may be smaller and lighter coloured. 
Species of this family include: Catopsilia florella, Eurema brigitta, Nepheronia thalassina, Leptosia 
nupta, Leptosia wigginsi and many other species. 
 
A lot was discussed and after our introduction we went into the forest. It had rained a day before 
and we managed to find several Papilio and Euphaedra species. It was really amazing seeing 
these students appreciate nature and love butterflies. 
 
Hopefully they now know a little more as to how important butterflies are to the ecosystem. 
 

 
 

  



LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL 

 
Elected Executive Councillors: 
 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Dave Edge (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 
 

• Mark Williams (Editor of Metamorphosis in a caretaker capacity) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation and Research) 

• Jan Praet (Marketing) 

• Peter Ward (Permits) 
 
Note that increases to annual subscriptions were approved at October’s AGM; an updated 
schedule is attached below. 
 
The price of Metamorphosis Volume 28 has been set at R125, excluding postage. Various 
postage options with different pricing are available. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Annual subscription 
fee (current year i.e. 

2018) 

Metamorphosis 
printed copy 

(preceding year i.e. 
2017) 

Annual subscriptions, 
plus printed copy of 

Metamorphosis 

Category 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 

Sponsor R 1 200 R 1 400 Included Included R 1 200 R 1 400 

Ordinary R 270 R 400 R 125 R 125 R 395 R 525 

Pensioner (over 60 yrs) R 200 R 280 R 125 R 125 R 325 R 405 

Student (under 23 yrs) R 150 R 250 R 125 R 125 R 275 R 375 



FOCUS ON…. 

This features a member of LepSoc Africa in each edition.  
 
Graham Alan Henning well known LepSoc Africa member and former President of the Society is 
the subject of this edition of ABN.  
 
I was born near Southampton, England on the 11th March 1950. My 
parents had returned to England from South Africa to find work. My 
parents met at the Naval Dockyard offices in Simonstown in the Cape 
and were married in Cape Town. My mother grew up from an early age 
in Cape Town. They came back to South Africa when I was six months 
old and never left again. My brother Stephen and I were both born in 
England during this time. My father William (Bill) collected bird’s eggs 
and butterflies as a little boy and was always a keen naturalist.  
 
THE EARLY YEARS 
 
When I was about eight or nine years old, and a member of the 
Witwatersrand Bird Club, my father, brother and I were in the back garden of our house in Florida 
when we saw a female Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio demodocus) flying around our lemon tree. My 
dad rushed inside and fetched a badminton racket that we had got for Christmas and knocked the 
butterfly to the ground. From his experience in his youth he made a setting board and he set our 
first butterfly. It had a thick stationery pin through its thorax and ended up stuck in gasket cork in 
an old cigar box. This was our first butterfly cabinet. From then our collecting never wavered. We 
also collected bird’s eggs during these early years but soon gave that up in preference to 
butterflies. Our first forest butterflies were collected on a holiday trip to Ballito Bay in KwaZulu-
Natal. I remember my Dad’s beer went flat when we caught and set our first Mother of Pearl 
(Protogonimorpha parhassus). Our nets were small and I had been trying to catch a Blue-banded 
Swallowtail (Papilio nireus lyaeus) for days and I eventually caught one by smashing it into the 
sand with the side of my net. In 1964 we went to Malta Forest (Lekgalameetse) for the first time. 
We collected so many specimens that our collection at last started to take shape. 
We met Lionel Schroder from Bryanston at about this time; he collected butterflies and bird’s eggs. 
He was our primary mentor. His butterfly collection was in steel drawers and his labels were on 
separate pins below each specimen. He also set his butterflies high on the pin which was why 
most of our specimens are set this way. He had a good collection and was a great guy. One trip to 
the Saltpan in Pretoria was halted by the gate at the entrance being locked. No problem to him - 
he drove his car, a sedan, over the barbed wire fence. His only comment was that the only vehicle 
better for off-road driving than a four by four was a company car. We went on many expeditions 
together, including one to Barberton when I was about twenty-one years old. We went in his 
caravan and only when we had set up camp in Barberton did he tell me that we were going into 
Swaziland to meet up with some lovely ladies he knew. I refused to go and insisted that we looked 
for lovely lady Lepidochrysops instead, which is what we did and I ended up with a lovely lady 
Lepidochrysops swanepoeli. Lionel also introduced us to a young bird’s egg collector named 
Nolan Owen-Johnston who we turned onto butterflies and who was to remain a dear friend until 
his death in 2015. Lionel owned Aloe books and published Stephen’s Charaxinae Butterflies of 
Africa in 1988. 
 
My Dad was a prolific correspondent and he would be in contact with other butterfly enthusiasts 
both local and abroad. The most prolific were Charlie Dickson and Arthur Duke; others were 
Norman Brauer, David Swanepoel, Ken Pennington, John Williams, Jan Kielland and Elliott 
Pinhey. Their letters were avidly read by us, as well as those of many other correspondents. We 
met all of them over the years at our home or on our travels, except Arthur Duke. Other collectors 
that we spent time with in the early years were Russell Badham, Bill Teare, Georges Van Son and 
his sons Willie and Edgar, Lajos Vari, Richard Stephen, Danie Rossouw, Victor and Ernest 



Pringle, Douglas Kroon, Clive Quickelberge, Jim Riley, Alan Heath, Kit Cottrell, Izak Coetzer, 
Steve Collins and Jon Ball. 
 
Henri Stempffer, as a specialist on the Lycaenidae, was also a frequent correspondent. Arthur 
Rydon was a Charaxes expert who we corresponded with and eventually he would make 
telephone calls from England that lasted for several hours. 
Dr Janse was a correspondent and we visited him at his home when he was in his early nineties 
and he was working on his microscope and he asked us to please forgive him for working while we 
spoke but he had a lot to do and not much time left. 
David Swanepoel was also a frequent visitor to our home in those early years but my mother did 
not like him and eventually my Dad had to send him away. For example, he would arrive early on 
a Saturday morning saying he was on his way through and would be able spend an hour of his 
time with us. He sat at the dining room table with Stephen and myself and regaled us with stories 
for about ten hours and then said it was too late to carry on. He would then stay for days. Other 
less savoury stories about his companions that he brought with him will have to remain unwritten. 
Other visitors to our home during these early years were young collectors my age - Freddy 
Matthyse and Mark Williams. They would cycle from Krugersdorp to visit us in Florida. I have 
known Mark Williams for many years. 
 
In 1971 we met Ivan Bampton, who had been recommended to us by John Williams of Kenya. 
Ivan had lost his job on the Kenyan Railways but did not want to return to England. He came to 
see us with his son Ian. Ivan was a bird man at the time but had dabbled in butterflies with John. 
We were going down to Pennington in KwaZulu-Natal on holiday the next day and we invited them 
to meet us down there at the cottage we were renting. They duly arrived and stayed with us and 
from then on Ivan became one of the family. He had his own room at our home in Florida, next to 
the butterfly room (our converted garage), with his own bed. He lived there, on and off, for many 
years and contributed greatly to our collection.   
  
I went to Wits University to do a BSc in 1969. This did not work out for me so I started working as 
an articled clerk and attended Wits University in the evenings. This lasted for five years until I 
completed my articles. I had met Eileen at this time and we decided to get married and go on a 
butterfly trip around the country. 
 
At my wedding to Eileen in 1975, butterfly collectors who attended were Ivan Bampton and Bill and 
Lillian Teare. We went on honeymoon for 14 months in a modified Toyota Hi-ace. We could not go 
immediately after our wedding as the Hi-Ace had broken down, so our first week of marriage was 
in a tent in the rain in the Pietermaritzburg caravan park. The first few months thereafter were 
spent travelling through the Cape, from Namaqualand to Cape Town. We spent Christmas at 
home and then returned to Cape Town, where we resumed our trip through the Eastern Cape and 
eventually to Durban, where the Hi-ace finally started to fall apart. We had vehicle trouble around 
Sutherland and Oudtshoorn but fortunately Ivan Bampton was in the area with his daughter Fiona 
and he helped us out. 
 
We were in contact with Arthur Allyn of the Allyn Museum and he visited us at our home. We 
treated him as anyone else so when we went with him to his car we were surprised to find a Rolls 
Royce with a white chauffeur waiting for him. We sold parts of Bill Teare’s and Cameron 
McMaster’s collections to him. He also sponsored some of Ivan Bampton’s butterfly trips. 
Also at this time I was asked by Charlie Dickson to help with the first edition of Pennington’s 
Butterflies of southern Africa. I updated various sections for him, especially the Charaxes. We had 
been doing extensive breeding of Charaxes from material supplied by Ivan Bampton and I wrote a 
small paper describing these life histories in the Annals of the Transvaal Museum (Henning, G.A. 
1977. Observation[s] on the early stages of Ethiopian Charaxes with notes on life histories 
(Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae). Annals of the Transvaal Museum 30 (19): 219-228). While I was still 
on honeymoon in 1976, and not working, I agreed to set up the plates for photography for 
Pennington’s Butterflies. I would travel every few days through to the Transvaal Museum and 



extract material from the museum collection and set them up for the plates to be photographed. 
This took many months to complete. Pennington’s Butterflies of southern Africa was published in 
1978. 
 
I was employed as an accountant for the next 40 plus years. I had to do most of my collecting on 
weekends and annual holidays, while fitting in time to write papers and books. 
I wrote my first species description in 1981 (Henning, G.A. 1981.  A new species of Hypolycaena 
Felder from southern Africa (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). Entomologist’s Record and Journal of 
Variation 93 (3-4): 55-57). This was named after our friend Bill Teare. 
 
THE LEPSOC YEARS 

In 1983 I was a founder member of The Lepidoptera Study Group of Southern Africa with my 

brother and Mark Williams and others. The study group became the Lepidopterists’ Society of 

Southern Africa in 1984. In 1996 the Society changed its name to the Lepidopterists' Society of 

Africa (LepSoc Africa). I served as Treasurer, Secretary and President as well as Conservation 

Councillor at various times for over 30 years.  

In 1984 my brother and I and LepSoc set about protecting the locality for the Roodepoort Copper 

(Aloeides dentatis dentatis), which had been proclaimed for housing development. We had to go 

to the newspapers and be on TV before we were successful. In 1985 the Ruimsig Entomological 

Reserve in Roodepoort was established. I am still monitoring the reserve. 

In 1987 we organised LepSoc’s First Lepidoptera Symposium at Roodepoort, held on the 8th 

August 1987. 

During the late 1980’s my brother and I were approached by the CSIR to do a Red Data Book. In 

1989 The South African Red Data Book - Butterflies was published. This was one of the first Red 

Data Books on butterflies in the world to be published (Henning, S.F., & Henning, G.A. 1989.  

South African Red Data Book – butterflies.  South African National Scientific Programmes Report 

No. 158: i-vi, 1-175.). 

From 1987 we were involved in the compilation of the book A Practical Guide to Butterflies and 
Moths which was eventually published by the Lepidopterists’ Society of Southern Africa in 1992.  

In 1993 we teamed with Michael Samways to publish information on some of our threatened 

Lycaenids in the IUCN publication “Conservation Biology of Lycaenidae (Butterflies)” edited by Tim 

New (Occasional Papers of the IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC) 8: 1-173). 

At this time I was also working with Rex Pennington and the Pennington Trust on revising the 

second edition of Pennington’s Butterflies of southern Africa. It was edited by Ernest Pringle and 

Jon Ball, along with myself, and was published in 1994 (Pringle, E.L.L., Henning, G.A. & Ball, J.B. 

[Eds] 1994.  Pennington's Butterflies of Southern Africa, 2nd ed.  Struik Winchester, Cape Town: 

1-800).  

In 1994 LepSoc was informed that the last remaining habitat for the Brenton Blue Butterfly 
(Orachrysops niobe) was under threat and a campaign was started to establish a reserve for the 
protection of this butterfly (Henning G.A. (1995) Brenton Blue project. Metamorphosis 6:94–95). 
One of the first things I did was write to the Minister of Environmental Affairs, Dr Dawie De Villiers 
(ex Springbok rugby player) to inform him of our intentions to protect the Brenton Blue. These 
endeavours were carried forward by many members of LepSoc and resulted in the proclamation of 



the Brenton Blue Butterfly Reserve on 1 May 1998. The reserve is now run by the Brenton Blue 
Trust. 

In 1997 the first of what was to be five volumes on the Living butterflies of southern Africa, with 

photographers John Joannou and Steve Woodhall, was published. Unfortunately, funding for 

further volumes never materialised and this was the only volume published (Henning, G.A., 

Henning, S.F., Joannou, J.G., & Woodhall, S.E. 1997. Living butterflies of southern Africa, Volume 

1.  Umdaus Press, Hatfield, South Africa.  1-397).   

In 1997 my brother Stephen emigrated to the UK with his family. A few of our butterfly cabinets 

went with him, as well as a selection of South African butterflies. 

In 1998 Gauteng Nature Conservation wanted information on the Heidelberg Copper Butterfly 

(Chrysoritis aureus). I teamed up with Peter Roos to do this work. As they did not want to work 

with individuals we formed the company P. Roos & G. Henning cc, which is still operating to this 

day as my business company; I bought Peter’s share a number of years ago. Peter and I spent the 

next decade doing Environmental Impact Assessments on butterflies, Mygalomorph spiders and 

scorpions. Peter and I were instrumental in the proclamation of the Alice Glockner Nature Reserve 

near Heidelberg, where the Heidelberg Copper is protected (Henning, G.A. 1998. The 

conservation status of the Heidelberg copper butterfly (Poecilmitis aureus) in the Heidelberg 

district. Metamorphosis 9 (3): 131-134; Roos, P. & Henning, G.A. 2000. The Heidelberg Copper 

Butterfly. African Wildlife 54, 2: 24-27; Henning, G.A., & Roos, P.S. 2001. Threatened butterflies of 

South African wetlands. Metamorphosis 12 (1): 26-33).  

After the turn of the century I was working on various conservation projects (Henning, G. [A.] 2001. 
Notes on butterfly conservation in South Africa and the IUCN Red Data Book categories.  
Metamorphosis 12 (2): 55-68; Henning, G. [A.] 2001. Notes on the biology of threatened butterflies 
in South Africa. Metamorphosis 12 (3): 109-122).  
 
I was then asked by LepSoc and SANBI to do an updated Red Data Book: butterflies, as a basis for 
their proposed SABCA atlas project. I was given the task as I had done the first Red Data Book in 
1989. With my fellow editors Reinier Terblanche and Jonathan Ball, we compiled and produced the 
second Red Data Book: butterflies in 2009 (Henning, G.A., Terblanche, R.F. & Ball, J.B. [Eds] 2009. 
South African Red Data Book: Butterflies. SANBI Biodiversity Series 13. South African National 
Biodiversity Institute, Pretoria: i-iv, 1-158). 
 
In 2007 I was part of the Southern African Butterfly Conservation Assessment project (SABCA), a 
joint venture between LepSoc, the Animal Demography Unit (ADU - University of Cape Town) and 
the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI). This has resulted in a comprehensive and 
accurate distributional database using the IUCN (2010) Red Listing categories and criteria for the 
butterflies of our region. As the Financial Director of Saftronics (Pty) Ltd I was able to make them 
the publishers and financiers with the ADU (Mecenero, S., Ball, J.B., Edge, D.A., Hamer, M.L., 
Henning, G.A., Kruger, M., Pringle, E.L., Terblanche, R.F. & Williams, M.C. (eds.) 2013. 
Conservation assessment of butterflies of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland: Red list and atlas. 
Saftronics (Pty.) Ltd., Johannesburg and Animal Demography Unit, Cape Town). 

I contributed to the latest edition, published in December 2015, of the LepSoc publication, 

Practical Guide to the Study of Lepidoptera in Africa. 

In 2015 I started another business with a LepSoc member. My collecting partner Martin 

Lunderstedt and I started a small electrical business, which has kept him going financially until 

now. 



I am part of the team of LepSoc Africa’s Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera (COREL) 
programme, which aims to conserve all the threatened butterfly species in our region, with the 
emphasis on the Critically Endangered species.  

I am also part of the Southern African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment (SALCA) project, 

which was launched in October 2015. SALCA is the re-evaluation of all butterfly taxa which were 

assessed during SABCA and also new conservation assessments for Lepidoptera not included in 

the SABCA project.  

I have been awarded the Chairman’s Award by the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa for my work 
with the Heidelberg Copper and again for the 2009 Red Data Book. 
 
I have a large collection of over 700 drawers to curate. I am currently trying to make a list of the 
aproximately 50,000 specimens of African butterflies therein. I have made a point of acquiring 
material collected by as many of the African butterfly collectors of past and present as I can. I have 
a library of several thousand books and magazines. My butterfly cabinets are a reflection of the 
history of South African lepidopterists and include cabinets owned or made by Russel Badham, Bill 
Teare, Norman Brauer, Jim Riley, Koos De Wet, Paul Liversidge, Nolan Owen-Johnston, Ivan 
Bampton, Bill Henning, Bernard Barton-Eckett, Allan Plowes, Rudolf Swart, James Lawrence, Henry 
Gallagher, Herman Goosen, Chris Ficq, Martin Lunderstedt and Rudi Mijburgh. I have described by 
myself, or with my brother and others, over 130 taxa of African butterflies, which includes a subtribe 
as well as a couple of genera and a few subgenera as well as many species and subspecies. We 
have four species and subspecies named after us. 
 
I am privileged to be part of LepSoc Africa and to be associated with those gentlemen and ladies 
who I meet regularly at our various functions.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH  

 
Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter and they will be 

included if at all possible; any photographs accompanied with proof-of-payment to LepSoc Africa, 

to the amount of R50 per picture, will automatically be included! 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the decision, by the editor, is final 
and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 
 
Would any photographers out there please send any recent pictures that you would like to include, 
with your identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com 

 

  

AUGUST 2017 
Peter Webb 

Aloeides molomo molomo 
(Irene, Gauteng) 

SEPTEMBER 2017 
Justin Bode 

Orachrysops violescens 
(Graskop, Mpumalanga) 

NOVEMBER 2017 
Nick Dean 

Charaxes achaemenes 
(Chobe, Zambia) 

DECEMBER 2017 
Steve Woodhall 

Euchromia amoena 
(Cintsa East, Eastern Cape) 

JANUARY 2018 
Peter Alfrey 

Bebearia phantasiella phantasina 
(Ankasa, Ghana) 

 

FEBRUARY 2018 
Steve Woodhall 

Kedestes callicles  
(Kube Yini Hilltop, Hluhluwe, KZN) 

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com


Entries for March 

 

  

MARCH 
 
I’ve had very few entries for March 
unfortunately. The winner is Rogers 
Muhwezi for this picture of an African 
Map Butterfly (Cyrestis camillus 
camillus), taken at Mpanga, Uganda. 
 
Rogers is a regular contributor to this 
newsletter – refer to his article on 
Mpanga elsewhere in this edition. 
 

Dira oxylus and spider… 
Andrew Mayer 

(Marchmont, KZN) 
 

 

Neptis laeta 
Mark Liptrot 

(Amanzimtoti, KZN) 

Colotis ione ione 
Steve Woodhall 
(Vivo, Limpopo) 

 

Geometrid 
Muhwezi Rogers 

(Mpanga, Uganda) 
 

Lachnocnema durbani   
Tommy Henwood 

(Gauteng) 
 

 
 
 
 

Notodontid 
Peter Webb  

(Irene, Gauteng) 
 



Entries for April 

 

 
 

Telchinia sambavae 
Raimund Schutte 

(Ranomafana, Madagascar) 
 

Pseudacraea imerina imerina 
Raimund Schutte 

(Ranomafana, Madagascar) 
 
 
 

Paralethe dendrophilus indosa  
Steve Woodhall 

(Kranzkloof, KZN) 
 
 

Telchinia igola 

Steve Woodhall 
(Dlinza, KZN) 

 
 
 
 
 

Abantis paradisea 
Mark Liptrot 

(Kranzkloof, KZN) 
 
 

Junonia rhadama 
Jeremy Dobson 

(Isalo, Madagascar) 
 
 

APRIL 
 
April’s winner, with a memorable image 
from the 3rd Afrotropical Lepidoptera 
Workshop in Madagascar, is Inbal Sinai for 
this picture of a Madagascan Giant 
Swallowtail (Pharmacophagus antenor) in 
flight. 
 
The picture was taken at the Dunes Hotel, 
Ifaty, on the south-west coast of 
Madagascar. 



LIVES BEHIND THE LABELS… 

Elliot Charles Gordon Pinhey  

 

Elliot Charles Gordon Pinhey (18 July 1910 – 7 May 1999) was an 

entomologist who worked in Africa and specialised in African 

Lepidoptera and Odonata. Born of British parents on holiday in 

Belgium, Pinhey made major contributions in entomology to the 

knowledge of butterflies, moths and dragonflies. Elliot Pinhey's interest 

in natural history first developed during his early education in England. 

He obtained a BSc at the University of London in mathematics, physics, 

chemistry and biology in 1934, after which he joined the teaching 

profession as a Science Master. His chronically poor health led to his 

doctor's suggesting he emigrate to a more congenial climate. 

Accordingly, he arrived in Southern Rhodesia in 1939 and took up a 

teaching post as Science Master. A stint with the Royal Air Force Meteorology department 

followed, and on his release he joined the Agriculture Department as economic entomologist, 

working on Acarina, Coccoidea and Chrysomelidae. His interest in Odonata surfaced in 1947 

through J.A. Whelan, who had joined his department, and Colonel F.C. Fraser, who encouraged 

him. 

He joined the Transvaal Museum in Pretoria as assistant professional officer in entomology and 

later became the Museum's Odonata specialist. He was with the Coryndon Museum in Nairobi 

from 1949 to 1955 under Dr. L.S.B. Leakey, during which period he was able to collect extensively 

in East and Central Africa, and develop an interest in Orthoptera and Hemiptera, which he was not 

able to follow up. Pinhey was invited in 1955 to take up the position of Keeper of Invertebrate 

Zoology at the National Museum in Bulawayo. He was awarded a D.Sc. by the University of 

London in 1962 for his publications in entomology. 

He served as President of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa from 1974 to 1975, was 

an active member of the Societas Internationalis Odonatologica (SIO), and was widely regarded 

as the doyen of African Odonatology. 

Elliot Pinhey published almost 200 names for species, subspecies and forms of Odonata in thirty-

three years, from 1950 to 1982. He named more than a tenth of known Afrotropical species, 

making him the most prolific author of that fauna aside from his predecessor, Frederic Fraser 

(Dijkstra et al., 2003). Sixty-three percent of his primary types are held in the Natural History 

Museum of Zimbabwe in Bulawayo (NMBZ), where he worked from 1955 to 1980. His legacy is 

one of the major collections of African Odonata in the world and the most important one in the 

continent itself (Vick et al., 2001). There are 112 name-bearing types designated by Pinhey. 

While he is possibly best known for Odonata, his contribution to African Lepidoptera was 

considerable. His books included: 

• Butterflies of Rhodesia - with a short introduction to the insect world (1949) 

• Hawk Moths of Central and Southern Africa (1962)  

• The Butterflies of Southern Africa (1965) 

• Emperor Moths of South and South-Central Africa (1972) 

• Moths of Southern Africa (1975)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odonata
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• Some Well Known African Moths (1975)  

• A Guide to the Butterflies of Zambia (with Ian Loe) (1977) 

His numerous collecting trips led him to associate with such authorities as Dr Henry Bernard Davis 

Kettlewell (lepidopterist and geneticist known for his research on industrial melanism), Capt. 

Norman Denbigh Riley (Keeper of Entomology at the British Museum) and Edward Bagnall 

Poulton (Hope Professor of Zoology at Oxford). 

Pinhey obtained material from species-rich, poorly accessible areas, such as NW Republic of 

Congo and near the confluence of the Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo and Zambia 

borders.  

 

Butterflies named after him: Melanitis libya f. pinheyi and Neocoenyra pinheyi 

 
PENNINGTON’S 2 
WIKIPEDIA 
 
 

FOOTNOTE 
 
This newsletter is compiled by Jeremy Dobson and is edited by Mark Williams, who endeavours to 
correct significant grammatical or taxonomic errors, while retaining the style and tone of the 
original article as submitted by the author. 
 
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any 
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com. 
 
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions. 
 
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here: 
 
 

EDITION DATE LINK 

2016-5 Sep 2016 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1414/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-5.pdf 

2016-6 Nov 2016 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1415/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-6.pdf 

2017-1 Jan 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1416/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-1.pdf 

2017-2 Mar 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1417/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-2.pdf 

2017-3 May 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1418/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-3.pdf 

2017-4 Jul 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1421/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-4.pdf 

2017-5 Sep 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1423/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-5.pdf 

2017-6 Nov 2017 http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1426/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-6.pdf 

2018-1 Jan 2018 http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1449/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-1.pdf 

2018-2 Mar 2018 
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1455/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-
2%20reduced.pdf 
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